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TURN of a page will often reveal the answer to 

a real need in the home, the daily task, the 

equipment of your church or Sunday-school, the ex- 

tension-of your select array of worthy books. It is 

not enough to read two or three favorite departments 
of the TIMES! Follow through t 




















No Room 
By Emma Smuller Carter 


OQ ROOM for Him in whose small hand 
The troubled sea and mighty land 
Lie cradled like a grain of sand — 
No room, dear Babe, for Thee. 











The Boycott 
Boycott is a deadly weapon, and Satan’s agents 
will use it as this age ends. Indeed, in that dread 
land where defiance of God and discipleship of Satan 
are more evident than in any other part of the world 
today, such boycotting has already begun. It is pre- 
dicted in Revelation 13, where we are told that the 
Beast, demanding that- men shall -worship his image 
and receive his mark, shall also cause “that no man 
might buy or sell, save fe that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.’ 
D. M. Panton notes that an economic boycott of this 
sort is already a reality in Russia, and quotes a Rus- 
sian sailor as having said recently in London: “When 
a. Russian ship enters a Russian port a Bolshevik 
committee come aboard and ask the captain whether 
he will fly the Bolshevik flag. If the captain agrees 
the Bolsheviks take command, and the captain has no 
power or authority as long as the vessel is in port. 
If the captain refuses they do not molest him. They 
go away very quietly. But when captain, officers, and 
crew go ashore they find they cannot buy a single 
article in that town. No one dares sell them anything.” 
It is becoming increasingly important to know and 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ if we would have eternal 
safety and also protection and provision in the life 


that now is. 
a” 
Who Are Christ’s Brothers? 


Are all men brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Socialism teaches this; so do evolution, communism, 
and other popular philosophies. The average news- 
paper writer assumes it as an axiom and appeals to 
Christians on the strength of this supposed fact. Even 
as intelligent and brilliant a journalist as Arthur Bris- 
bane, whose syndicated articles reach millions of 
readers, said recently in his newspaper column “To- 
day”: “It was said ‘All men are My brothers,’ but 
that was long ago.” The Editor of THE SuNpAY 
ScHoot Times wrote Mr. Brisbane about this, express- 
ing appreciation of the keen and illuminating comments 
in much of his writing, and then asking the question: 
“Would not most readers think you mean that this 
was said by the Lord Jesus Christ? There is no such 


statement of his to be found in the New Testament, 
nor is the sentence found anywhere in the Bible. 
Doubtless you are well aware that the popular idea 
of the universal Fatherhood of God and the universal 
brotherhood of man is purely a human invention, and 
has no basis in Scripture. I should appreciate a word 
from you explaining your quotation.” Mr. Brisbane, 
of course, did not reply. There is no reply to be made 
in defense of the mistaken statement. Christ is the 
unique Son of God; “but as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” Those who 
thus receive him are born again into the family of 
God, — “which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will ‘of man, but of God.” 
God could give us no greater blessing than to be made 
brothers of Christ through faith in him. “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: there- 
fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:1, 2). 


a“ 
Yuki 


Every Christian is crucified. This was done for 
all believers when Christ died on the cross. There is 
no possibility of following Christ except by living the 
crucified life. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16: 24). 
Therefore Paul writes to.the Corinthians: “I deter- 
mined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” We have a crucified and 
risen Saviour; but we cannot know his resurrection 
life of victory, now and here, unless- we know his 
crucified life now and here. A missionary from Japan, 
now in this country, writes to the Times: “One 
of our Japanese pastors is named ‘Yuki San.” ‘Yw’ 
means ‘to follow,’ and ‘ki’ is the character for ‘tree,’ 
so we call him ‘Mr. Follow-the-Cross.’ Isn’t that 


lovely?” Surely the Lord wants this to be the name 
of every disciple of his. Christ’s enemies cried out, 
“Let him be crucified.” Our best friend, this same 
Christ Jesus, gives us the unspeakable privilege of 
being crucified with him, so that we may be dead te 
the power of our worst enemy, sin, and alive unto that 
righteousness which is Christ himself. To “follow 
the cross” is to “reckon . .. yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 
“— 


Rescue and Triumph 


Christians have two messages to give in a world 
of sin. They are authorized to proclaim rescue to the 
lost, and triumph to the saved. A recent biography of 
the greatly loved Dr, F. B. Meyer gives the following 
secret of his convincing testimony: “As time went 
on, he came to hold with the belief that the world 
was growing worse and that the day was becoming 
darker. He thought that shortly Christ would come 
to crown the Church with triumph. It was the busi- 
ness of the Christian minister, therefore, tc rescue 
out of a doomed world as many individual souls as 
possible. When the number of the elect was complete 
the end would come. Under the pressure of this idea, 
Meyer gave himself year after year to rescue work 
at the prison gates, and to pleading with the people 
in the open air or from the platform and pulpit; while 
to the Church his message was that of Keswick, full 
consecration and surrender to Christ. It is certain 
that the passing years brought no departure from these 
convictions and beliefs. Indeed, it was his fidelity te 
them which was the mainstay of his advancement from 
ministry to ministry, from one usefulness to another.” 
If every Christian today lived and spoke “under the 
pressure of this idea,” what a world-wide revival 
would sweep throughout the Church! For “this idea” 
is God’s idea, and it is the central note of the New 
Testament Epistles, God gave Dr. Meyer, and gives 
us, the “more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn. . . . Looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God.” 


The Teacher of Perfect Prayer 


By An Unknown Christian 


66 ORD, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). How 
i. little that unknown disciple knew of Christ, 
compared with what we know today! He 
even suggests John the Baptist as an example for the 
Lord Jesus to follow! How little that disciple 
dreamed that his earnest request would be the heart- 
cry of well-nigh every believer on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Had it not been for this plea of that apostle, 
some of us would never have thought it necessary 
that we should be taught to pray. Now, we are his 
disciples. ‘He was teaching us as well as the apostles. 
He prays for us. “Neither pray I for these alone,” 
said he of his disciples, “but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word’ (John 17: 
20). When he taught them’to pray, he saw you, and 
he saw me —he taught us. 
And what a wonderful: teacher he is! 
-The Lord: Jesus is the Son of God —himself God. 
He alone knows how to pray: to the Father. We 


_are bidden by the Holy Spirit to “pray without ceas- 


ing,” so we may be sure our Lord, as perfect Man, 
did this also. Did he not say, “Men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint”? (Luke 18:1.) His prayers 
were faultless and never fruitless. He could say to 
the Father, “I knew that thou hearest me always” 





This is the third article in the series on “Perfect Prayer,” 
or “The Lord’s Prayer in Practice,” by the Unknown 


Christian of England. The series will continue in The - 
Sunday School Times in frequent though not necessarily 
consecutive issues. A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription, for twenty-five cents, for those not now taking 
the paper, will secure several of the series if sent promptly 
to The Sunday School ‘Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


(John 11:42). He who never had a wrong desire 
always offered up perfect prayer. 

Christ, then, and Christ alone can teach us te 
pray. He knows God’s plan for the universe, and 
God’s plan for me. He knows the will of God for 
every one of us. But he is not only Son of God: he 
is also Son of man. He “was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.” He is still “touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities’ (Heb. 4:15). He 
knows “what is in man.” Then he has fistened to so 
many prayers—prayers often as mistaken as they 
were earnest. He knows all the mistakes we are 
likely to make in our desires expressed in prayer. 
Then he knows how .to answer our prayers in the 
best way. “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly” (2-Pet. 2:9). Moreover all power is given 
unto him. Remember, the sinner can never anticipate 
the Saviour. “Your Father knoweth what-things ye 
have need of, before ye ask him” (Matt. 6:8). “Be- 
fore they call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear” (Isa. 65:24). And our Lord’s 
knowledge of prayer is alse from human experience. 
He knows what it is to pray as a Man—to pour out 
his heart’s desire; “Who in the days of his 
flesh . . . offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears” (Heb. 5:7 

And his prayer is always prevailing prayer. 

“He ever lives to bestow what he died to procure.” 
And he even uses arguments to convince us of God's 
willingness to hear and ability to help. Can we not 
rest assured that if he puts a prayer on our lips, it will 
be a perfect prayer, and must be a prevailing prayer, 
unless our prayers are hindered by want of faith or 
by sin on our part? And what a prayer this is! 
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The “Lord’s Prayer” is apparently so simple that 
a little child lisping its petitions can understand it. 
Yet the wisest and holiest saint cannot fathom all its 
meaning. 

This prayer, which we repeat so often yet reflect 
upon so little, is a revelation of the mind of God. All 
we need we find in it. It shows us our relations to 
God and to one another, and God’s relation to us — 
our needs, our sins, our frailties, our danger, our 
service to Christ and to our fellow man. 

This prayer is a gift to us from the Lord Jesus, 
“the one inspired liturgy of the ransomed Church.” 
When we pray this prayer, God’s thoughts become 
our thoughts: when we mean what we pray, God’s de- 
sires for us become our desires. Now, that is a tre- 
mendous statement! Reflect upon it. All through 
the centuries, since that memorable day when 
Christ uttered these simple yet profound words in 
the ears of those unlearned and ignorant disciples, men 
have been pouring out their hearts to God in these 
same words. ; 

Yet in our very familiarity with it there lies a 
danger. Happy indeed. would it be if only this prayer 
were as well known in spirit as in letter! It is true 
that millions have repeated it and millions still repeat 
it’ who never saw a Bible and. have never heard the 
pure and simple Gospel. Many just say the words 
rapidly, over and over again, as they count their 
beads, without ever considering what they are saying; 
just as many others mutter the prayer drowsily each 


night before getting into bed. But words without de-- 


sires are not prayer. Many pray nothing ‘else but 
this prayer —yes, even those who have no sense of 
sinfulness or sorrow for sin, no desire for God’s for- 
giveness and’ no intention of forgiving those who have 
done them. wrong or injury, who care little or nothing 
for God’s glory and do not intend to find out God’s 
will, much less to do it. ; ; 

And with us, is there no danger of our making this 
prayer a mere form? Even among earnest Christian 
people it seems to be used at the end of our real 
prayers (!) much as a national anthem is sung to 
indicate the end of the real concert! ‘ 

Yet Christ gave us this prayer as the key to his 
storehouse of provision and power. 

Well might we say, “Lord, teach us to PRAY the 
prayer thou hast taught us.” . 

Who among us is willing to come back again to 
this prayer of our childhood and try to see further 
into its meaning? So many people appear to be say- 
ing words they don’t mean to a God they don’t under- 
stand. We shall not touch upon the problem of prayer, 
or the philosophy of it. We merely desire to go 
through this prayer given us by our Saviour —so 
easily learned by memory, so rarely learned by heart; 
so easy to repeat, yet so difficult to adopt as the true 
desires of our heart —and to use it as a test, a touch- 
stone, to see how we stand before God, our heavenly 
Father. a 

Do we ever really pray these petitions we so often 
say? A petition is not prayer untiL.it becomes a de- 
sive of the heart. Prayer is a deste whispered into 
the ear of God. Pray, we must. There is something 
in our nature that compels us. When great trouble 
comes, every one prays; like the infidel, overwhelmed 
by affliction, who cried out, “Perhaps there is a God 
— somewhere: pray — somebody!” And as Christians, 
we must pray this prayer. Our Lord did not teach 
his disciples to preach —so far as we know. Indeed, 
he said, “Take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak,” referring to the coming occasion when their 
very lives might seem to depend upon the words they 
uttered! But it is as though he had said, “Take 
thought what ye shall PRAY,” for he did say, “After 
this manner therefore pray ye.” 

The Lord’s Prayer is no verbal spell to conjure 
with, but it is given us as a perfect example of inter- 
cession. We may, if we prefer to do so, paraphrase 
these petitions; yet, surely, our Lord chose the best 
words to put upon our lips, when he said, “When 
ye pray, say...” Can we improve upon them? There 
is the danger, however, of thinking that saying this 
prayer is praying. This is why we ask you to look 
into this prayer to see exactly what it means and 
what it involves, 

Among some believers there is a strange tradition 
that only extemporaneous prayers — words framed on 
the spur of the moment — should be used. The gift 
of this prayer ought be enough to silence such a 
suggestion. But our Lord, while giving us a form 
of prayer, does not forbid informal petitions. Some 
prayer is too deep, too earnest, to be put into words. 
There are “groanings which cannot be uttered.” 

Those men were living with the Lord Jesus, the 
Son of God, yet this did not suffice. Those who were 
closest to him needed to be taught to pray, and needed 
to pray. Our Lord once said to Simon Peter, “I have 
prayed for thee” (Luke 22: 32) ; but he also, at almost 
the same time, said to him, “Rise and pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation” (Luke 22: 46). 

If those men, with their unique privileges, needed 
to be taught to pray, how much more do we need 
such teaching ? ; 

The question we desire to raise is this: We know 
the “Lord’s Prayer,” but can we, do we, pray it? 
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Do we pray in the “manner” he desires? Do our 
lives show that we long “to live more nearly as we 
pray”? Do these petitions kindle our desires and 
rule our lives? We need not wait till we have ex- 
hausted the meaning of this prayer. 

Yet how few, and how feeble are our prayers! If 
the small amount of time we give to prayer were 
revealed, the marvel would be, not that we accom- 
plish so little, but that our Father in Heaven deigns 
to use us at all in his service. 

“If,” said Philip Henry, “our prayers were all writ- 
ten down as we uttered them, and our vain thoughts 
interlined, what nonsense there would be!” 

The Lord Jesus himself seems to have framed: many 
of his own prayers according to the tenor of these 
petitions. His miracles exemplified them; his parables 
illustrated them; his beatitudes reflected their thoughts; 
and similar petitions came from his own lips, in his 
agony in Gethsemane and his death upon the cross. 

But the question of greatest import is this: When 
I pray this prayer, what. am I asking for, and to 
what sort of life does it pledge me? 

On the very surface of the prayer we see the vari- 
ous attitudes in which we are to approach God: May 
we remind you of them: 


He is our Father; we are his children. 

‘He is in Heaven; we are on earth. 

He is our God; we are his worshipers. 

He is our King; we are his subjects. 

He is our Master; we are his servants. 

He is our Benefactor; we are but beggars. 

He is our Saviour; we are sinners. 

He is our Guide; we are pilgrims. . 

He is our Shepherd; we are the sheep of his pasture. 
He is our Deliverer; we are captives. 


And when we think of our loving Father, whose 
name is “Wonderful,” and ask for bread and pardon 
and guidance and deliverance for ourselves and others, 
because it will help the coming of his kingdom: and 
the doing of his will and the hallowing of his name, 
we remind ourselves that he is able and. willing to 
do all these things, and we burst into praise: “For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen.” 

A naval officer, who was not an avowed Christian 
man, felt led to try to pray the “Lord’s Prayer,” the 
prayer of his childhood, in absolute sincerity. He 
knelt down in his cabin and uttered the petitions, 
one by one, to God, carefully pondering over the 
meaning of each. For two hours that.-man was on 
his knees before God. ‘He found Christ as his Sav- 
iour, God as his Father, and rose from his knees a 
new man, having dedicated his life to God. Today 
he is a missionary overseas. 

And if there was blessing to him, shall there not 
be to us if we meditate upon the prayer our Lord has 
given us? 

















The Vital Blessing of Advertising 


Would you answer in your “Notes on Open Let- 
ters” some questions regarding the matter of adver- 
tising? Why does THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
have to carry so much advertising—#in fact, why 
should a spiritual paper such as the Times carry 
any advertising at all? 

And why, especially, do you carry so many an- 
nouncements of Missions, Schools, and other Chris- 
tian enterprises neéding assistance? Shouldn’t they 
look more to the Lord for support?. Why are we 
reminded of their work so often, and how can. we 
possibly help them all? On the other hand, wouldn't 
it be more interesting and give us more confidence 
in these institutions if you gave us such informa- 
tion in your editorial columns?—A Pennsylvania 
reader, 


The Times carries advertisements in its pages as 
an important part of its spiritual ministry to its 
readers. Over and over again readers have written 
to the editors telling of their gratitude for the spiritual 
blessing brought into their lives by some advertise- 
ment. they had read in the Tres. Books thus ad- 
vertised have brought new and needed guidance in 
Bible study or Christian service to many a reader. 
Information about Bible schools and missionary soci- 
eties given in these advertisements is a vital part of 
the equipment of Christian people who would know 
and do God’s will. If all advertising were to be 
omitted from THE Sunpay ScHoot Times the great 
family of readers throughout the world to whom this 
paper goes every week would be at once cut off from 
a vast field of needed information, inspiration, and 
equipment that is now enriching their lives. It would 
diminish the usefulness of the paper to an almost un- 
thinkable degree. 

On the financial side, such advertising makes it 
possible to publish Tae Sunpay ScHoot Times at 
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a subscription price which puts it within the reach 
of tens of thousands of God’s people who otherwise 
could never afford to take the paper. The income 
from this legitimate paid advertising contributes in a 
large. way to the editorial, publishing, printing, and 
mailing expenses of the paper, so that a low subscrip- 
tion price and a large circulation are possible. These 
would be impossible without the ministry of the ad- 
vertising. 

It is because the missions, Bible schools, and other 
Christian enterprises look to the Lord for support 
that they advertise in THE SuNpAy ScHoot TIMEs. 
They recognize, as a result of looking to the Lord 
in earnest and continued prayer for support and for 
all their other blessings, that the Lord directs his 
children to share with other believers information about 
the facts and needs, the spiritual achievements and 
the challenging opportunities, of their work. It is 
wholly Scriptural: to tell the Church of God about the 
work of God. The greatest of Christian missionaries, 
the apostle Paul, did this continually: throughout his 
earthly lifetime, as we find from his inspired writings 
in the New. Testament. When there was need of 
money, Paul wrote a public letter to the Church at 
€orinth reminding them of this, speaking gratefully 
of what they had already done and of what others 
were doing, and urging them to go on in their good 
work: “Now therefore perform the doing of it; that 
as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 
performance also out of that which ye have .. . that 
new at this time your abundance may be a supply for 
their want” (2 Cor. 8: 11-14). 

So let us thank God for the frequent and continual 
reminders of the great and unmet needs on every 
hand throughout this sin-stricken world, and let us 
praise him that there are so many devoted Christian 
workers and organizations that have yielded their lives 
to him for the meeting of those needs, and that by 
reading the published announcements of their work 
we can be kept in touch with the progress and needs 
of the Lord’s work and can share in it ourselves as 
he may direct. No one Christian “can possibly help 
them all”; but every individual Christian can help 
some of these, by prayer, by sympathetic fellowship 
and correspondence, by giving as the Lord prospers 
and directs, and by going into the field as a worker 
when God plainly calls. An advertisement of a mis- 
sionary society may be God’s call to some individual 
rae of His to step out in faith for service in that 

eld. 

Let us praise God, also, that there are so many 
sound and consecrated workers and organizations in 
these last days devoting their lives to the distribution 
of the Scriptures and the carrying of the Gospel to 
the whole world. It is obviously impossible for THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times to give information in its 
editorial or contributed columns about all of these. 
Mr. Gordon’s rich “Survey” of Christian life, thought, 
and activity throughout the world gives a monthly re- 
view welcomed by many. Special articles on mission- 
ary activity are continually being published here. 
Next week’s issue of the TIMES is to be a special 
Missionary Number, and in its editorial; contributed, and 
advertising departments will appear articles and state- 
ments that the editors believe will be welcomed by many. 
The leading editorial will give a glimpse of the out- 
standing blessings of the year just closing in the 
mission fields, and the challenge of the vast and unmet 
opportunities in the year ahead. Mrs. Jonathan Go- 
forth will tell the profoundly impressive story of 
“Blind Chang,” a child of God in Manchuria whose 
consecrated life of evangelism has in it both a heart- 
break and a heart-lift for all of us. The advertising 
pages will contain information from trustworthy mis- 
sionary societies about their work and needs. The 
TiMEs has felt, in prayerfully planning for next week’s 
issue, that it could render no more fitting a service in 
the closing issue of the year than to bring these 
missionary facts and needs before its readers. 

And may this word be said, also, concerning the 
advertising in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. There 
is no department of the paper to which more time, 
study, and prayer are given than this of the adver- 
tising. For, as every Christian reader knows, adver- 
tisements are appearing in secular magazines and 
papers, and even in some Christian journals, which 
are unworthy of the confidence of God’s people. The 
entire staff of the Trmes is keenly conscious of this, 
and seeks to safeguard its advertising columns against 
the appearing of anything of that sort. A large vol- 
ume of ‘this that is offered to the Times every year, 
or that could be secured, is refused because it is not 
in accordance with the conscientious convictions of 
those who are responsible for this paper. The adver- 
tising of many a k, many a seminary, many an 
organization of one sort or another has been declined 
because it was not true to “the faith once delivered.” 
The Tres rejoices, therefore, that it can commend 
unreservedly to the confidence and prayers and co- 
operation of its readers whatever they see in its 
advertising columns as well as the contents of all the 
other departments of the paper. And the staff covets 
the prayers of its readers that this paper may be 


safeguarded and kept by God’s direct guidance in 


every department of its ministry. 
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Does the World Need the Lord’s Return? 





Father, Glorify Thy Name! 


By Christabel Pankhurst 














N CHRISTIAN experience the point is reached 
| wae the believer's prayer is consummated in, 

and all the heart’s desires are resolved into, that 
supreme petition: “Father, glorify thy name” (John 
12:28). The Son himself, troubled in soul as he 
faced the dread- hour of his sacrifice, rose to that 
highest height of prayer: “Father, glorify thy name.” 
It is this longing that God shall glorify his name 
which today inspires the Christians who are preaching 
and praying for the second advent. We desire the 
Lord’s appearing that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. In the hour and power of world-darkness, 
we reach forward in faith and hope and love to the 
promised dawn. 

As the Jews again suffer in Palestine and blood 
flows in Jerusalem, we pray: “Father, glorify thy 
name” by sending him who is the consolation and the 
glory of thy people Israel! As statesmen strive to 
establish peace on the shaky foundation of human 
nature, our appeal is: “Father, glorify thy name” in 
the royal coming of thy Son, the Prince of Peace. 
As moral standards collapse and the tide of paganism 
flows in again, our cry is: “Father, glorify thy name” 
by sending anew the Lord our Righteousness — for if 
his first advent was needed to stem that foul tide, 
nineteen centuries ago, his second advent is needed 
now to turn it back for good! As we see even the 
Church fainting and divided and many Christians fall- 
ing away and emulating the incredulity of the outer 
world, we find comfort in prayer: Father, glorify 
thyself in the Son, that, at his coming again, Chris- 
tians may become like him and he may present the 
Church spotless unto himself! 

Who Are the Real Optimists Today? 

The plight of this modern world, in its fevered 
seeking after pleasure and in its growing perplexity 
and distress of mind, is more and more fulfilling the 
prophetic picture of the latter days. Much failing 
of heart there already is among those folk who do 
not believe our divine Saviour’s promised return, 
while they do see, only too clearly, the on-coming of 
that world crisis which he foretold would precede and 
be the sign of his return. Yes! the so-called optimism 
of those who dispense with the literal, personal re- 
turn and reign of Jesus Christ our Lord is being 
severely strained. . 

Pessimists, we others have been called, who believe 
in. and are looking for the literal fulfillment of that 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour. Pessimists, because in view of 
the sad tale of human history, of wars, and oppressions 
and vices and sins, we believe the coming of God the 
Son to be indispensable to the building of the king- 
dom upon earth! Pessimists, because we believe that 
his own promise to come again in his kingdom will 
be literally and historically fulfilled! The real pessi- 
mists are not we, but they who cannot believe this 


Gospel of the kingdom. We are the true optimists, . 


because we believe in the best —and our optimism has 
a sure, because a divine, foundation. How greatly our 
heavenly optimism excels the optimism of the world! 

This worldly optimism caused statesmen to hope 
for and to announce international peace in the days 
before the great and terrible World War. Now, 
eleven years after that war, the statesmen are again 
saying, “Peace, peace.” May their saying come true 
— yet what a task is theirs! The British Prime Min- 
ister, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, has defined it by 
saying, “What are we peacemakers doing? We are 
trying to control the untamed, the unbridled nature 
of mankind.” But. that task is superhuman: it is 
utterly above the power of human statesmanship. The 
nature of mankind is beyond control or cure by any 
save God himself. War, as the British Premier 
admits, is a fruit of human nature, “untamed and un- 
bridled,” in a word, sinful. The world’s warfare is a 
manifestation of the world’s sin. If statesmen could 
take away the world’s sin, they could put an end to 
war. But there is one only, the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world. When, in his 
Lion’s strength, he comes again to consummate the 
victory over sin that he won on Calvary, then, and 
then only, wars will truly cease. 

“We pursue the path of peace,” claim the leaders 
of the Western democracies as they confer at the 
Hague, at Geneva, and at Washington —and they ex- 
hort the peoples to hope that, by their conferring, 
they have ushered in a new era of world peace. Alas, 
war and rumors of war break in rudely upon their 
discourses of peace, and Palestine, as we have seen, 
provides a tragic object lesson, teaching the rulers 
and peoples, if they will but learn it, the need of the 
coming of the Prince of Peace. 





Police, law courts, and prisons are needed to en- 
force internal peace in every nation. But inter- 
national lawmakers are trying to bring on world 
Peace without the power to enforce their laws. 
Human peace plans make the nations judges in 
their own cause, and there is ne higher power on 
earth to act as arbiter. In this article, the third 
of a series on Current Events in the Light of the 
Lord’s Return, Miss Pankhurst writes of the re- 
cent failure of peace measures in Palestine, and 
of the only hope for future world peace. Her 
next article will discuss the question “Is Civiliza- 
tion Saving the World ?” 








“The World’s Smouldering Fires” — under this title, 
the New York Times, has published an article con- 
tributed by a: well-known writer on world affairs, 
which opens with these. words: ; 

“The recent tragedies in Palestine, and their stir- 
ring of racial excitement in the Arab mind, have come 
as a grim reminder that Western civilization is en- 
compassed by hostile and restless peoples who refuse 
to accept its dictates and its power, except by force 
of arms. This is a setback to peace-loving folk who 
have been looking forward to a new era of human 
progress and co-operation.” ; 

This writer then tells how ,the experiment of dis- 
armament as the way to peace was actually being 
tried in Palestine, as personally witnessed by him- 


self. The sequel he relates as follows: 


“But by British and Americans, familiar with the 
hidden mind of the East, I was warned that this was 
only a surface tranquillity and that there were smould- 
ering fires underneath. The Arab tribes were deeply 
resentful of the Balfour Declaration which promised 
Palestine as a national home for the Jews. The land 
which these old Canaanites claimed as their own pos- 
session was to be parcelled for foreign settlers.” 

To call them Canaanites hardly strengthens the 
Arabs’ case to oust and exclude the Jews from their 
national home in the Promised Land. Moreover, 
Moses and all the prophets have warned Arabs and 
Gentile onlookers that the Jews have been, and will 
be, no more “foreign settlers” in the Land, but its. pos- 
sessors by divine right. 

Resuming, the same writer thus describes the 
threatening war-cloud which he discerns. 

“We, in the West, have been reminded abruptly of 
the pride and power, at least in numbers, of the Arab 
race so close to the frontiers of Western civilization. 
We have forgotten that not many centuries ago they 
had penetrated into the heart of Europe. . . . Sixty 
million Arabs in the world! They are figures which 
give one thought. ... 

“The truth is that Christendom, to use an old- 
fashioned term that still has a geographical signifi- 
cance, is surrounded by races seething with discontent 
and intensely hostile to Western ideas. ... I am a bit 
of a pacifist. ... My pen has been busy for ten years 
on behalf of the peace spirit, but there are those 
restless people about!” 


“The Risks of Peace” 


They are not so optimistic after all, these peace- 
makers who look for world peace apart from prophecy 
and its fulfillment, who preach that world peace is 
possible through mere human effort instead of through 
the personal coming again in power and great glory 
of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, the Prince of 
Peace! Just when they think that they have assured 
peace between the nations of the West, who so short 
a time ago were fiercely fighting one another — be- 
hold! they discover a great new war menace from 
the East. Strange to say, they point to the very 
same storm center as that indicated in the Bible’s 
prophetic account of the final war of this age. But 
these uninspired human prophets fall far short of 
the Bible, because they are blind to, and therefore 
silent about, the great victory and the glorious peace 
to follow, when the Deliverer shall come out of Zion 
to save the. Jews, his people, from their sins and 
from their outer foes and to establish them safely in 
the land of his promise. 

“The risks of peace,” is the expression used by 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald at Geneva in his address to 
the League of Nations. We must take the risks of 
peace, said he. Now, in Palestine, his government 
and the government that preceded it had, as we are 
reminded by the writer just cited, actually practiced 
this policy —they had taken the risks of peace by 
disarming almost completely. As the guarantee of 


peace in Palestine, they had trusted to their moral 
suasion and the surface appearance of calm, insiead 
of to the presence of armed forces. But alas! the 
risks of peace proved too great and an outburst of 
violence ensued. Warships, soldiers, airmen were 
rushed to the rescue. Re-armament quickly took the 
place of disarmament. Measures of war had to be 
used to save the life of those who were falling viciim 
to the risks of peace. Thus has ended one tragic 
human peace experiment. What will happen next! Re- 
ports come from Palestine telling of a war-like con- 
dition that simmers still and will, it is feared, boil 
up anew if the government’s iron hand is again re- 
laxed. Will the Mandatory Power ever be able te 
disarm again in Palestine? is what many are asking! 

The whole question of disarmament and world peace 
has been reopened by the Palestine tragedy, which has 
shown that this problem of peace and disarmament is 
far more complex and difficult than many thinkers 
have supposed. Perhaps some will answer here “This 
Palestine trouble has arisen with an Eastern people — 
whereas, to maintain peace between the Western na- 
tions is a relatively simple matter and we may now 
assume that war between them is ended.” So we ail 
hope — although the painful fact remains that if even 
one of those nations should break any of the peace 
pacts of these times, or should object to some inter- 
pretation thereof, war might result. As to the East- 
ern peoples, they have now become so big a factor in 
the problem of peace and war, that, if they do not 
keep the peace, it will not suffice to have ended war 
between the nations of the West. Owing to the 
renaissance of the Eastern peoples, world atfairs are 
now more extensive and complicated than ever before. 
If the 1914 Western world came to blows, might not 
the present-day, vaster world of East and West be 
hard to keep at peace! 


Can the Nations Bridle Human Nature? 


The statesman’s task, as formulated by Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald, of controlling untamed and _ unbridled 
human nature is not made easier by the addition of 
the human nature of the East to the human nature of 
the West! 

Control — that is the crux of this matter. To keep 
them at peace the nations of the world must, as ad- 
mitted by the British Prime Minister, be controlled. 
But who has the“2uthority and the power to control 
the nations save the Lord Jesus Christ himself? He 
is the Governor ofthe nations, and when he returns 
he will exercise his’ right of government over them. 
A league, made up of the nations themselves, may 
stave off this or that particular war, may serve as 
a stop-gap for a time, yet until he comes who is the 
rightful Governor of the nations, peace will not be 
final and lasting. As the prophet announces, it is 
His law of peace, the law of the Lord, that will go 
forth to the nations and it is He who will control 
them. No longer judges in their own cause (for that 
is what mere human peace.expedients make them) the 
nations then will be judged by him. 

The want and weakness of the peace plans of today 
are that they carry with them no means of enforcing 
the law of peace upon the nations who would break it. 
In other words, the International Law of Peace, as 
laid down in human covenants and peace pacts, is 
lacking in effectual sanctions. The laws of the in- 
dividual nations have their sanctions —they are backed 
by law courts, police, and prisons, and those who 
break them are duly convicted and punished by the 
State. But the international lawmakers are hoping to 
work a very different system—that of laws without 
sanctions. The reason thereof is that none, save the 
divine King of kings and Lord of lords, has author- 
ity and power to declare and enforce law for the 
nations. When he comes to reign in his perfect jus- 
tice and irresistible power, it will be said of him: 
“He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth” 
(Psa. 46:9). 

The cry heard today is that the world has been run 
too long on the principle that might is right — and 
that now might must be held in check and the right 
of the weak upheld, by conference, negotiation, the 
“new democratic diplomacy,” and the like. Yet did 
not the war-maimed poet see and sing more truly 
in his “Poems of a Broken Airman” in the words we 
borrow here: 


Again I see a flag unfurled 

To be saluted by the world 

Its blazon still is only Right 

But now its Champion’s name is Might. 


When the Lord Jesus, the Mighty God, the Prince 
of Peace, shall come in his kingdom, then right and 
might will at last be fully and divinely joined. His 
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might, his power then will be to the nations the sanc- 
tion of his law of righteousness and peace. 

World peace! May they establish it before his 
coming if they can, these peacemakers, and we shall 
all be thankful. But we shall not be content because, 
just as with the peace of Babel or the peace that 
ancient Rome imposed, the Father’s name will not 
be glorified, as we would have it glorified. Those 
league makers of Babel sought to make a name for 
themselves, but what the world really needed then, 
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_ needs now, is the glorification of the name of 
od. 

The anti-war psychology of mankind is no new 
thing in human history, no matter what President 
Nicholas Murray Butler may say. In between wars 
there has repeatedly been a craving and searching 
after peace. The league of Babel aimed at interna- 
tional peace. The dwellers in the Roman Empire re- 
joiced in the false conviction that the Pax Romana of 
their day was a blessing that would surely last. We 
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who know beforehand the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are not dependent upon any fables 
and are fortified against all disappointments, for we 
know that, whatever comes of the human plans for 
peace, an enduring peace, a real peace, will come .wiih 
the coming again of the Lord Jesus to be seen and 
acknowledged by all the nations of the earth, at last 
united in obeying and worshiping him as Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
Lonpon, Ena. 
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On the first lesson of the new year 


| From Notes of Griffith Thomas and Ernest Gordon 








By THE LATE W. H. GrirritnH Tuomas, D.D. 
Two Questions 


HE first question in the Old Testament is 
“Where art thou?”; in the New Testament, 
“Where is he?” ‘Fhe one was a question by 
God as to man, the other by man as to God.. The 
second would never have been asked but for the first. 


Ignoring the Truth 


In the firelight it is interesting to watch faces as 
the light shines on them. Differences are shown by 
light and shadow, such as thought, anxiety, expecta- 
tion. So is light from the Manger cast on groups. 
After studying the Wise Men and their attitude, let 
us look at the chief priests and scribes and their 
relation to Christ. As custodians of religion, teachers 
of the people, leaders of the nation, we might well 
expect their keen interest. 

1. What they. were 

(1) Men of Sufficient Knowledge. They knew. the 
Hebrew Scriptures well and quoted Micah’s prophecy 
of. seven hundred years before, predicting the place 
of the Messiah’s birth. These chief. priests and scribes 
knew of the general expectation of some Great One. Yet 
we notice that they were ; 

(2) Men of Sad Indifference. They made no 
attempt to accompany the Wise Men and paid no 
heed to their testimony. Apparently there was. no 
opposition but also no acceptance of their great mes- 
sage to cause any searching on the part of these men. 
They were simply indifferent. Is not the great foe 
of today Indifference? They were also 

(3) Men of Strong Prejudices. Probably they had 
their own ideas and were not moved to interest them- 
selves. They overlooked parts of the Old Testament, 
were mere formalists, keeping to the letter but ignor- 
ing the spirit of their holy service. ‘How easily for- 
malism can be a foe and the deadliest enemy of the 
Truth! There is often knowledge without life; intelli- 
gence with a lack of spirituality. 

2. What they should have been 

(1) Followers of Jesus the Prophet. Instead of 
ecclesiastical formalism there should have been in 
these men a desire to declare the Old Testament reve- 
lation of God. 

(2) Followers of Jesus the Priest. Old Testament 
sacrifices and ordinances could have been shown to 
have their fulfillment in reconciling man to God in 
Christ the Priest. 

(3) Followers of Jesus the King. hey knew of 
the prophecy and quoted it to Herod, telling him of 
“the governor that shall rule my people Israel.” But 
apparently this was only a subject for speculation. 
No thought of allegiance to a foretold king. 


Opposing the Truth 


Herod the king represents for us that state of mind 
which we recognize as in opposition to the Truth. 
In considering the birth of our Lord we see the char- 
acter of this man, his actions and the results. We 
note him 
1. Fearing the Truth 

(1) Alarm. Herod was “troubled” when he heard 
of the errand of thegWise Men. Was he to be dis- 
possessed of his kingdom? Were the Messianic hopes 
of men’s hearts like embers ready to flame out? 

(2) Anxiety. He assembles his counsellors and is 
told about the birth of this child. Now it is his turn 
to quail after being a terror to others. He was 
“troubled” about that which should have rejoiced him 
as “tidings of great joy” and a blessing. 

(3) Acceptance. Note how Herod practically ac- 
cepts the Word of God about Christ’s birth and yet 
sets himself to oppose the Truth. His throne being 
founded on falsehood and murder, he is unmanned and 
unnerved by the conscience which “makes cowards of 
us all.” We now see him 
2. Fighting the Truth 

(1) Deception. He said, “That I may come and 
worship him also.” He meant “destroy”! They were 
holy words said with wickedness planned. He plot- 


Here are some rich and unusual jottings:from the 
notebooks of two students of the Word whose 
writings have blessed many. The late Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas left a wealth of Bible study 
notes and outlines, as well as complete sermons, 
and Mrs. Thomas is sharing these from time to 
time with readers: of The Sunday School Times. 
Mr. Gerdon brings fresh light from a layman’s 
study. These jottings make a valuable addition 
to the other lesson helps appearing in this issue 
of the Times, 








ted to murder a babe because of fancied opposition to 
his throne. 

(2) Depravity. While God was above, protecting 
the child, Herod becomes frenzied with fear and anger, 
and so determines on the wholesale slaughter. In 
keeping with his character he reigned by bloodshed. 

(3) Defeat. His plan to murder the child was 
frustrated by “the angel of the Lord.” God reigned 
supreme. Defeat followed ‘Herod through his blood- 
stained life, goaded by an evil conscience, racked by 
disease, and dying as he had lived, in hatred of God 
and hated by man. 


What Shall We De With Christ? 

1. Shall we seek him? “To those who 
kind thou art, how good to those who seek! 

2. Shall we ignore him? This is impossible, unless 
we desire finally to oppose him. 

3. Shall we oppose him? If we rebel, we shall. be 
ruined. How helpless, how hopeless such an attitude! 

4. Shall we accept him? Let us surrender and be 
saved by such a precious, powerful Saviour, acknowl- 
edging him as Prophet, Priest, and King, who will 
teach, save, and govern us. 


By Ernest Gorpon 


ask, how 


OM Josephus we know that the prophecies of 
Daniel were much studied just before the coming 
of Christ. The great heathen historians note this gen- 
eral expectancy of an impending Jewish world empire 
and attribute the later repeated insurrections against 
Rome to it. The Magi undoubtedly knew of the great 
prophecy of the Seventy Weeks revealed to Daniel, 
a former head of their coliege in Babylon. They 
knew the time of Messiah’s coming. They asked in 
Jerusalem not when but where he was to be born. 

The Magi thought of Christ 4s more than an earthly 
king. Not for political reasons did they worship him, 
nor was it a political worship which Herod proposed 
to offer (Matt. 2:8). The frankincense they offered 
him was the symbol of his divinity and of worshiping 
prayer. The word translated “presented” (prosphera) 
really means “offered as a sacrificial gift” as in He- 
brews 5:1— “That he may offer both gifts and sac- 
rifices for sins.” 

The Magi’s offerings were the products of their 
land and represented therefore the fealty of their 
land to the new-born King. The East was at this time 
‘pitted against the West. Mithradates had only been 
lately conquered and Mithradates was the champion 
of the East.in the long struggle with Rome. The 
Magi probably saw in the star in the East the symbol 
of victory for the East over the West and Rome. 





He that is born King of the Jews in. contrast with 
Herod, who was a foreigner. We get an echo of this 
verse in John 18: 37, in Jesus’ answer to Pilate when 
he asked, “Art thou a king then?” “Thou sayest that 
I am a king,” or, “It is so that I am a king and for 
this end was I born,” namely, to be the King of truth. 
His birth as King is announced in this chapter at the 
beginning of Matthew; his assumption of royalty and 
of all power in Heaven and earth in the last chapter. 





_ As Matthew’s Gospel is the Gospel of the King it 
is appropriate that he should relate the visit of men 
of a distant people to offer obeisance; also that he 





should narrate the efforts of the usurping king to de- 
stroy the real heir in the line of David. ; 

“For they are dead which sought the young child’s 
life” (Matt. 2:.20) is probably. an echo of the word 
of the Lord. to Moses: “For all the men are dead that 
sought thy life” (Exod. 4: 19). 





In the Companion Bible the attempts to destroy the 
Messianic line ‘and the Messiah of which Herod’s 
butchery of the infants is but one example are traced 
from the beginning, as follows: 


1. In Genesis 12: 10-20 Satan attempts to interfere 
with Abraham’s seed and to frustrate the purpose of 
God: that it should be in Isaac. This attempt was 
repeated in Genesis 20: 1-18. ; 

2. The attempted destruction of the chosen family 
by famine (Gen. 50: 20). 

3: The attempted destruction of the male line in 
Israel (Exod. 1,ff). 

4. The attempted destruction of the whole nation in 
Pharaoh’s pursuit. 

5. The attempt of Saul on David's life. 

6. Satan’s assault was seen in the union of Jehoram 
and .Athaliah by. Jehoshaphat. Jehoram killed off all 
his brothers (2 Chron. 21: 4). 

7. The Arabians slew all his children except Aha- 
ziah (2 Chron. 21:17). 

8. When Ahaziah died Athaliah killed all the seed 
royal (2 Chron. 22:10). The babe Joash alone was 
rescued, and for six years the faithfulness of Jehovah’s 
word was at stake. 

9. Hezekiah was childless when a double assault 
was made by the king of Assyria and the King of 
Death (Isa. 36:1 and 38:1). 

10, In captivity Haman was used to attempt the de- 
struction: of the whole nation (Esth. 3:6, 13). 

11. Joseph’s fear was worked on Matthew 1: 18. 
Notwithstanding the fact that he was a just man and 
kept the law he did not wish to have Mary stoned 
to death (Deut. 22:21). Hence he determined to 
divorce her. but was restrained by the Lord. 

12. Herod sought the young child’s life. 

13. At the. temptation our Lord was urged to cast 
himself down (Matt. 4:6). 

14. At Nazareth again (Luke 4) there was another 
attempt to cast him down and destroy him. 

15. The storm on the Lake of Gennesaret was ob- 
viously a satanic attempt to destroy our Lord, who 
rebuked the tempest and the powers of darkness back 
of the tempest with summary words. 





The turn of expression in Matthew 2: 13, “Arise, 
and take the young child and his mother,” implies the 
virgin birth since it implicitly disavows Joseph’s pater- 
nity. If the child were the child of Joseph the angelic 
order would have been, “Arise, take thy young child 
and his mother,” or “Arise, take thy wife and child.” 

The order in verses 11 and 13, “The young child 
with Mary” and “The young child and his mother,” 
gives the precedence of Jesus over Mary even as in- 
fant. The Magi fell down and worshiped not “her” 
but “him.” So the worship of. Mary, or Mariolatry, 
is barred at the very beginning of the Gospel. It is 
not “the mother and her child” but “the child and his 
mother.” The child belonged to no earthly being, 
not even to his mother. This consistency in the detail 
of the narrative is an indication of inspiration. 





The little town of Nazareth is perhaps called so be- 
cause of its unimportance, for the word is traced to 
Netzer, a twig, a little sprout. It was so insignificant 
that it was not once mentioned either in the Old 
Testament or in Josephus. Delitszch would translate 
the last clause of Matthew 2:23 “for Nezer [branch] 
is his name,” giving to the name a prophetic connota- 
tion or rather a connotation of fulfilled prophecy 
(Zech. 3:8; 6:12; Jer. 22:5; Isa. 11:1). The name 
Notsri, the Nazarene, is the common Jewish desig- 
nation of Jesus among the Jews. 


























Lesson for January:S - 


Using the 1930 Lessons 
in Personal Work 


By William H. Richie 


HERE are at least six special opportunities in 

the International Uniform Sunday. School lessons 
for the first and second Quarters of 1930 to. stress 
the spirit and purpose and method of evangelism, 
when members of Sunday-school classes should be 
faced repeatedly with the Gospel. offer of salvation. 
The claims of the Lord Jesus upon Christians should 
also be stressed, — that he calls his disciples to become 
fishers of men. . 

On February. 2 the topic is “Putting God’s King- 
dom First.” When prayer and spiritual objectives 
are to claim first place, and treasure, in the spiritual 
sense, is to be laid up, should we not suggest that 
“he that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30), and 
that to do God’s work is to get others to believe on 
his only begotten Son? 

Again, on’ February 23 as we study “The Twelve 
Sent Forth” as laborers, willing to be thrust forth 
into the spiritual harvest field, should we not offer 
ourselves afresh for such service? As we consider 
the Christian duty of prayer and Christ’s commission 
to go forth and give even a cup of cold water in 
his name, can we not most appropriately apply it to 
the privilege of speaking a word for Jesus Christ? 

The tenth lesson, on “The Parable of the Sower,” 
scheduled for March ninth, teaches God’s method for 
this age of grace. “The seed is the word of God” 
(Luke 8:11), and God’s message of salvation in 
Christ is to be scattered broadcast, but only a portion 
of it will really be fruitful. Hence the importance of 
giving out the message—the spoken and especially 
the written Word—where lives are not so full of 
the affairs of the world and who will eagerly receive 
and understand it and bear fruit. In this connection 
we would suggest the use of attractive, illustrated 
pocket Gospels of Matthew to be given out as good 
seed to be sown by members of the class. 

In the men’s Bible class of ore of our State capi- 
tals, the teacher, a judge of a United States Circuit 
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Court, ordered two hundred illustrated Gospels. (ob- 
tained at a cost of only two cents each from the 
American Scripture Gift Mission, 119 South Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia) and gave two copies to each of 


-his class, one to be carried and studied from week 


to week, and the other to be given away to some 
one who should be told of. Christ’s offer of salvation 
and brought into the fellowship of the class. This 
method of personal evangelism was most beneficial to 
the class and might well be followed early in 1930 
with the Gospels of Matthew. One advantage of these 
Gospels is. that they have the “Plan of- Salvation” 
stated in the front of the book, a few Gospel hymns, 
and a decision form which makes it specialiy adaptable 
in pressing a definite acceptance of Christ as Saviour. 

On April 13, “The Child and the Kingdom” is the 
topic studied, and we may stress that fact that all 
must turn and be converted to enter the kingdom, 
but there is a special rejoicing in Heaven when we 
have sought out one who has gone astray and brought 
him back. And again evangelism should have its 
emphasis in the Sunday-school. 

In the “Promotion of the Kingdom,” the May 4 
topic, we may suggest that we, too, are sent out to 
minister ; we are ransomed to run our Lord’s errands, 
and as he said in John 20:21, “As my. Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you,” 

Finally on June 1, we may definitely check up in 
our classes as we study the “Contrast Between Faith- 
fulness and Slothfulness.” While our Lord has gone 
to “the far country,” how are we using the talents 
he has given us? Are they really in a multiplying 
use, or, through quiet repression, do they lie hidden in 
the earth? Are we slothful or are we diligent in 
business, “serving the Lord,” even by the giving of a 
Gospel which as a seed may yield a harvest for all 
eternity? When the Lord Jesus comes will he find 
us enthusiastic for him and his cause, sowing seed 
so that he may have a harvest to reap? Will he say 
to us, “Thou faithful” or “Thou slothful”? 

Will not every Sunday-school superintendent pre- 
sent these possibilities to the teachers at once, or 
pool in the new year, so that a real ingathering may 
result? 


PHILADELPHIA, 














My Visit to the Belgian Gospel Mission 


Meeting the workers and seeing thé work at some of the forty-three stations 


By Thomas M. Chalmers, ,...,,. 


Editor of the 
Missionary Magazine 














As Mr. Chalmers was returning last summer from The Sunday School Times tour to Palestine he spent several 
days with his friends, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton, and their fellow workers in Belgium. Mr. Chalmers’ impressions 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission are particularly valuable in view of his wide knowledge of world conditions and his 
own experience in mission work, for he is the Director of the New York Jewish Evangelization Society. For nearly 
eleven years the Belgian Gospel Misssion, which now has over seventy workers, has been supported by the gifts of 
Christian friends. The treasurer is Charles G. Trumbull, 325 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 


and darkness of the military tyranny of the Great 
War had come merely as a climax of sorrow 
and suffering heaped on the people by Roman Cath- 
olic tyranny. Multitudes of sore hearts were waiting 
for light and comfort. Despairing souls longed for 
gleams of new hope. Then the Lord came. Men 
say that was the one good thing wrought by the war. 
So when the war ended and God would do his real 
work, he had his servants ready. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph C. Norton were at hand, waiting to enter. 
Trained through years of holy service to deal wisely 
and gently with lost souls, they were further prepared 
in the war. Years of kindly ministry to Belgian 
soldiers by tactful approach, by cheering song, and 
prayerful distribution of God’s message of love opened 
the way for the friendly consideration of royalty, of 
high officials and in the minds of the distressed peo- 
ple for an assured entrance into the waste, waiting 
field of Belgium. The work was carefully begun. It 
took hold, for God was in it. Hearts were melted 
by love, minds were convinced of the truth, the yearn- 
ings of men were satisfied. So the work went on and 
found firm lodgment. And all the while prayer opened 
doors, found helpers, and brought the needed money. 
Thus the Belgian Gospel Mission became vigorous and 
is filling the waste places with fragrance and fruit. 
Let me tell a little of this wonderful achievement. 
Belgium is a small country set snugly into the 
“elbow” of Western Europe. It embraces an area 
of only 11,373 square miles with a circumference of 
but 835 miles. Its population of about eight million 
makes it the most thickly populated land on earth, 
with about 700 persons to the square mile. It is a 
bilingual land, the four million people of the northern 
half speaking Flemish, almost uniform with Holland 
Dutch; French is spoken in the southern half, where 
live the other four million. The sharp border line 


Te land had long needed healing. The blight 


between the two peoples and tongues runs through 
Brussels. 


Returning from Palestine in September, I visited 





Italy for ten days, then passed on to Belgium. The 
heathenism of both lands is painfully evident, that 
of Belgium seemingly even worse, if that be possible, 
than Italy’s. I saw in the church at Hal, Belgium, 
the Black Virgin, a large figure of Mary above the 
altar. As usual everywhere, Mary holds the scepter, 
not Jesus. The priests explain the blackened face 
by a tale fitted to catch the credulous. About the 
thirteenth century, when the city was in a state of 
siege, Mary caught the balls and her face turned 
black from the powder. But how was the powder at 
the front end of the solid cannon balls? The balls 
are shown behind a grating in the vestry, sure proof 
of the truth of the tale! But haw did the Black 
Virgin in a church in Spain and one in Central America 
and still others in other lands get their black faces? 

Outside of the church at Hal I saw a remarkable 
image of Christ covered with hairpins and othef hair 
ornaments thrown by women suffering from headache, 
believing, as they have been taught, that thus they 
would obtain relief! Wherever Rome enters she in- 
troduces lying idolatry and superstition. She is doing 
it now all over our land. 
The Black Shirts of Mussolini have become a por- 
tent. The Red armies of Russia threaten the peace 
of the world. The scarlet of Rome covers but does 
not hide the worst hypocrisy of the ages. The red 
blood of Christ that washes away all sin is symbolized 
in the forty-three tiny red spots on my map of Bel- 
gium, which mark the posts of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, The Mission has its own buildings in twen- 
ty-nine places. Gifts from America have supplied the 
larger part of the funds that sustain this work. It 
is like a fresh chapter in the Book of the Acts to 
learn how these stations were opened up. Prayer. 
prepared the advance steps. Whenever a tent was 
pitched in a new place, hungry hearts were found. 
Then a building was secured, often first under rental. 
Then money came in answer to much prayer for a 
building and sometimes a parsonage. Souls came into 
the light and a congregation was organized on sim- 
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ple New Testament lines. I visited one after another 
of these posts. It was a wonder ‘indeed to see such 
work in the midst of such darkness! Only the mighty 
power of God could have done this. These places of 
Gospel light are sending out bright rays of truth and 
peace into the déep, dark night of Romish bigotry 
and priestcraft. 

With Mr. and Mrs. Norton and several others of the 
Mission staff, I went in the fine Mission automobile 
(a gift to the workers) to see Belgium and some of 
the stations. This experience was most enlightening 
and uplifting. At Braine le Comte is a beautiful 
building with a fine garden attached, the gift of an 
American friend. Such a building would cost in Amer- 
ica many times the price here, $6,500. The capable 
worker here is a Belgian, Mr. F. Castiaux. 

One of the chief stations is at Ath (over 10,000 
population), under the guidance of Mr. E. Cailleaux. 
He was trained in the Mission’s Bible School and his 
work has been greatly blessed. Mr. Norton asked the 
audience how many of them had found Christ through 
the Mission, and all but possibly ten raised their 
hands. Only about ten had ever seen a Bible or New 
Testament before the work began there. This illus- 
trates the deep need of Belgium, for it is the same 
everywhere. 

We spent a night at Tournai (36,000), the oldest 
town: in Belgium. This is a hard field with as yet 
a rather small group of believers. They have a 
faithful worker, M. Vuilleumier, who holds meetings 
each week also at two other posts, Leuze and Harchies. 

Eighteen miles farther on is Courtrai with 38,000 
people. This is one of the oldest posts of the Mission. 
There is a very cozy and comfortable home for the 
pastor, but a new hall is needed nearer the center. 
At least $10,000 will be required ‘to secure such prop- 
erty. 

A fine new building houses the work at Ghent, 
the gift of another American friend. Mr. Van Lierop 
is doing splendid work here. 

At another time we went to Liége. The pastor here 
is a Swiss, a true man of God, Mr. E. Barbezat. 
‘His influence for Christ in this city of 300,000 peo- 
ple is wide and deep. The present building, though 
excellent, is not well located. The Mission longs 
for a new place in the center of the town in time 
for the exhibition to be held next year in celebration 
of the centennial of Belgian independence. A _ lady 
has given $15,000 toward this, but rising prices make 
as much more necessary. 

Mr. Norton had desired for years to reach the Jews 
of Belgium with the Gospel. But how? He feared 
to touch the problem the wrong way. So he reached 
only an individual Jew here and there with the wit- 
ness of Christ. My coming opened the way for a 
bit of testimony. I was to preach at the church in 
Brussels Sunday morning. Some one suggested that 
we invite the Jews. So a front page notice was placed 
in the leading paper, Le Soir, announcing that a New 
York man just from Palestine would speak, and in- 
viting Jews to attend. The result was surprising. 
More than one hundred Jews, some of them men of 
intelligence and position, came out and listened with 
deep attention. This led to another special meet- 
ing three days later, when large numbers of Jews 
nearly filled the hall. I met several believing Jews, 
one of whom had been an officer with the Jewish 
troops in Palestine in 1920. I spoke also to fine 
audiences of Jews in Liége, Ghent, and Antwerp. 
The utmost respect was shown in all these meetings. 
I told the Jews that so long as the Zionists ignored 
the One whom God had -sent to be their Messiah, 
they would have trouble. I also presented the Gospel 
clearly and strongly, and urged them to search the 
Scriptures in both Testaments to find out the truth. 
At each place there was keen interest shown to secure 
the New Testament, and all copies on hand were 
sold, in Hebrew, Yiddish, Flemish, and French. They 
bought seventeen Hebrew Testaments at Antwerp, and 
it was thought that they would have taken twice or 
thrice as many if they had been in stock. I learned 
that at the University of Liége seven Jewish students 
were reading and discussing Mr. Blackstone’s “Jesus 
is Coming” in Hebrew. On reaching New York, I 
sent Mr. Norton twenty Hebrew copies of this book. 
The interest of the Jews was a revelation to us all. 
Much ‘prayer should ascend for them and for the 
whole tremendously important work in Belgium. 

Since my return, news comes that the Mission build- 
ing at Lokeren with the Flemish Gospel car was en- 
jot sed destroyed by fire. The workers escaped in 
safety. 

Mr. Norton writes that at the second annual con- 
ventions, in Brussels and Ghent, they witnessed mar- 
vels surpassing all they ever had seen before in the 
Belgian’ work. At a special young people’s service in 
Brussels seventy-five young ‘persons offered them- 
selves for Christian service. He also reports that the 
building so much needed in Liége has been bought. 

God is working mightily in one of the greatest mis- 
sion fields on earth. Laborers and means should be 
poured into Belgium because of the fruitfulness of 
the field, but especially because of its strategic aspect. 
Let great volumes of prayer lift up the work to God. 

New York City. 
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LESSON I. 








JANUARY 5. CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 1: 1 to 2: 23 
Golden Text.— Thou shalt call his name JESUS; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins.— Matt. 1:21 























The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HE lessons of the last Quarter were all taken up 

| with some of the applications of the Gospel to 

social life. This Quarter-will be occupied with 

that life upon which all those teachings were based. 

The Lord Jesus Christ himse]f was and is the Gospel. 

All that has been by way of social teaching since 

he came has just been the attempt to apply his life 

and example to particular problems. In our present 
studies we go back to bedrock. 


The Practical Aim 


To teach the pupils to rely upon God’s care when 
they are in the way of God’s will. 


The Historical Setting 

The actual date of our Lord’s nativity is difficult 
to determine. The reason is that before his birth 
we have no datum line from which to measure. Such 
a datum line has been supplied in human history by 
the advent of our Lord and by nothing else. 

The uncertainty as to his birth extends to two 


particulars, the year and the month. The year has. 


been variously computed at from 8 B. C. to 4 B. C. 
The month of the birth has been described as any- 
thing from the September of one year to the 
February of the year following. For the notes on 
these matters see any of the Christmas lessons in 
Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times for the last four years. 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 2:10—When they saw the star. They 
thad apparently lost sight of it while they were in 
Jerusalem. But having obtained guidance from the 
Scriptures as to the place where the Messiah should 
be born they set out again, and again the star be- 
came visible. As Bethlehem is only five miles from 
Jerusalem they must have set out either by night or 
very early in the morning. ‘This latter would have 
been the case on the supposition that the star in the 
east is to be identified with the morning star visible 
at the time of our Lord’s nativity. 


Verse 11.—They came into the house. The infant 
Christ had been taken to the Temple at the purifica- 
tion of his mother (Luke 2:22) forty days after 
the birth (Lev. 12:2-4). At that time Simeon and 
Anna worshiped God and gave thanks for the sight 
of the Child. Simeon declared that the Child Christ 
was a light for the revelation to the Gentiles, and 
this was an-appropriate intimation by the Holy Spirit 
of the coming visit of the Magi. For that visit prob- 
ably took place some time later. If the departure of 
the holy family into Egypt took place, as it prob- 
ably would, immediately after the visit of the Magi, 
then that visit did not occur till some weeks after the 
purification and the visit to Jerusalem. At any rate, 
it is all quite harmonious that Matthew. makes no 
mention here of: the stable or the manger. Many 
artists have carelessly misinterpreted Scripture by 
introducing the figures of animals as quite close to 
the Child Jesus and his mother in their pictures of 
the Adoration of the Magi. A little thought would 
show that the crowding that occurred at the inn at 
the time of the Nativity was not likely to continue 
until the end of the forty days when the purification 
was made. It is noteworthy that there is no mention 
of Joseph in the narrative, and this although Matthew 
gives Joseph’s point of view rather than Mary’s in 
his recital of the events that took place prior to the 
Nativity. We are not to seek for special doctrinal 
meanings arising out of this fact, but simply to note 
it as a matter of fact. It will also be apparent how 
very natural it is that in the early morning Joseph 
should have alrea t gone out to his work. The care 
of and provision for Mary and the young child were 
upon his shoulders. And his absence from what must 
have been a heart-moving scene could only have been 
occasioned by some overmastering duty. We may 
be permitted to draw from the simple fact a lesson 
for ourselves: that duty takes precedence of every- 
thing even of spiritual enjoyment for -ourselves. 

They fell down and worshipped him. There is no 
mention of any special observance of Mary. That 
was a corruption of a later age when the church was 
already beginning to depart from the truth. Their 
treasures. Caskets or small chests in which the treas- 
ures were placed. Such offerings to kings were quite 
in accordance with the usage of the East. Gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. In the providence of God 
this gift. of gold provided the means for the flight 
into Egypt. Frankincense and myrrh were products 


Devotional Reading; Isaiah 11: 1-9. 
Primary Topic: God’s Care of Jesus When a Child. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 2: 1-23. 
Memory Verse; For we are God’s fellow-workers.—z Cor. 
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Memory Verse; For we are God’s fellow-workers.—1 Cor. 


3:94. 
oy and Senior Topic: How the Child-King Was Re- 
ceived. 
Tepe for Young People and Adults: Childhood of the Saviour- 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2: 10-23 

2:10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the house 
and saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they 
fell down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures 
they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way. 

13 Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and be thou there until I tell thee: for Herod will seek 
the young child to destroy him. 14 And he arose and 
took the young child and his mother by night, and de- 
parted into Egypt; 15 and was there until the death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt did I 
call my son. 


16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the 


1 Wisemen, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew 
all the male children that were in Bethlehem, and in all 
the borders thereof, from two years old and under, accord- 
ing to the time which he had exactly learned of the + Wise- 
men. 17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken through 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
18 A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

And she would not be comforted, because they are 


not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
20 Arise and take the young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Israel: for they are dead that sought 
the young child’s life. 21 And he arose and took the 
young child and his mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reign- 
ing over Judza in the room of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go thither; and being warned of God in a dream, 
he withdrew into the parts of Galilee, 23 and came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken through the prophets, that he should be 
called a Nazarene. 


1Gr., Magi. Compare v. 1. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thontas Nelson & Sons 








of Arabia. They were used both for medicinal pur- 
poses and for embalming. Symbolical meanings have 
been traced in these gifts. Gold represents kingship 
or perhaps deity. Frankincense represents praise as 





Wisdom of the Wise-men 
By Amos: R. Wells 


LODDING through the desert, wise-men from 

afar; not a soul to guide them, nothing but a 
star; many folk to mock them for their silly care: 
** What are stars to follow through the empty air ? ** 
Plodding through the desert, seeking for a king, fools 
of common legend, fancies all a- wing; there are 
mighty monarchs in the eastern lands: why pursue 
another, toiling o’er the sands? Plodding through 
the desert, scorning gain and ease, what is this you 
carry in your treasuries? What of royal favor do 
you hope to gain with your barren presents and 
your plodding pain? Gold is fit donation for a 
mighty throne, but the myrrb and incense who 
would care to own ? — myrrh, a stern reminder man 
is for the sod; incense, for the worship of the holy 
God? Plodding through the desert with this royal 
gold, know you not of Herod, jealous, crafty, bold ? 
Herod holds the scepter ina mighty town. His a 
cruel temper; he will strike you down. Plodding 
through the desert, those sagacious men, glimpsing 
King and kingdom past our mortal ken, — glory, 
-glory, glory hid from common eyes, —*mid the 
mob of mockers they alone were wise.! 














to God. Myrrh speaks of the death that the Child 
should accomplish. 


Verse 12.—Being warned of God in a dream. It 
appears that the Magi must have remained in Beth- 
lehem for the whole of that day and the following 
night at least. 


Verse 13.—When they were departed. This would 
seem to have been on the night following. The dream 
came to Joseph and he acted upon it immediately. In 
all this narrative Joseph appears as a very practical 
man. He was evidently just the right man for the 
trust and responsibility imposed upon him. ‘As soon 
as ever he knows what the will of God is, he is 
always prompt to obey. 


Verse 14:—He arose. We may give to this word 
its full significance. Joseph got up in the middle of 
the night as soon as he had understood the communica- 
tion. He at once aroused his sleeping family. And 
they went off at once and secretly. The young child. 
He is named first, as the most precious charge and 
the one most exposed to danger. Yet here again it 
is to be noted that the whole emphasis of the narra- 
tive has been the person of the Lord, and that there 
is no adulation of the mother. 

Departed into. Egypt. Egypt was at all times the 
readiest place of refuge for the Israelites, whether 
from famine or from oppression of any kind. It had 
sheltered many thousands of Jews from the tyranny 
of the Syrian kings. Consequently large settlements 
of Jews were to be found in various cities of Egypt 
and Africa. At Alexandria a fifth of the population 
was Jewish. Whereyer therefore the infant Saviour’s. 
home was in Egypt it would be in the midst of his 
brethren according to the flesh. At this time Egypt 
was a Roman Province. This incident of the Sav- 
iour’s sojourn in Egypt became a very precious mem- 
ory of the African Church, the Church of Cyprian 
Origen and Augustine of Hippo. 


Verse 15.—That it might be fulfilled. It is to be 
carefully noted that in common Greek, that is the 
Greek of the New Testament, the conjunction “that” 
is used not only in a casual but also in a consecutive 
sense. Thus here the meaning is not that God sent 
his Son down into Egypt in order that a particular 
verse of Scripture might receive a fulfillment through 
his literally coming up out of Egypt, but that because 
circumstances necessitated such a removal and return, 
the old statement acquired a new significance. The 
words of Hosea originally had reference to Israel the 
nation and to the event of the Exodus. But the appli- 
cation of them here to the Lord Jesus shows how 
almost always the prophetical writings were applied 
to the Messiah. 


Verse 16.—Slew all. the male children. Josephus 
makes no mention of this slaughter: But it is not 
likely that he should have done so. In so small a 
place as Bethlehem it is not likely that the babies 
killed were more than twenty. And in the midst of 
the terrible massacres that were occurring about this 
time in Jerusalem itself, there is nothing strange in 
the fact that this event, relatively small as it was, 
however horrible, should escape notice. All ‘modern 
objections to the truth of this narrative may well be 
answered by recalling the monstrous character of 
the tyrant who then occupied the throne of David. 


Verse 17.—Then was fulfilled. But if the numbers 
were so small, how can this event be regarded as a 
fulfillment of a prophecy that obviously has such a 
wide reference? The answer is that the oid prophecy 
now received a fresh and terrible fulfillment. And 
that in the supreme significance of the events. that 
were now taking place in Israel, this fulfillment, small 
as it was numerically, was yet the important one, and 
not the far greater massacres that marked Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s invasion. 

Verse 22.—Archelaus. This prince was the son .of 
Herod by Malthace. He married (1) Mariamme 
whom he afterward divorced, and (2) Glaphyra, the 
widow of his brother Alexander. He was the worst 
of all Herod’s sons that survived, and after nine years 
of his rule the people could no longer endure his 
cruelty and tyranny. 

Verse 23.—That he should be called a Nazarene. 
The meaning of this reference was probably .as clear 
to Matthew’s immediate readers as the other references 
to prophecy at which we have already looked. But 
for us it is involved in doubt. First of all, 
let us remember that there is no connection 
between Nazarene and Nazarite. The two words 
differ in form, and our Lord did not lead 
the life of a Nazarite. He set himself in- marked 
contrast to John the Baptist in this very particular. It 
is more likely that the allusion is to the Hebrew word 
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Lesson for January 5 


Netzer (Isa. 11:1), the shoot out of the stock of 
Jesse. It was in general accordance with prophecy 
that the Messiah was not to grow’ up recognized as 
such, but was to be in a state of humiliation with 
those around him ignorant of his destiny. Hence it 
was but fitting that he whom the prophets called 
Netzer should dwell at Nazareth. Verbally there is 
no such utterance in the prophets as this quotation 
that Matthew gives. The word Netzer is there and 
that is all. But Matthew was a Jewish Christian 
writing for other Jewish Christians who would have 
no difficulty in seeing the force of the allusion. Such 
plays upon the sound of words without strict regard 
to their meaning is common enough in the Talmud, 
and would make a special appeal to those for whom 
this Gospel was primarily intended. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The insight of obedience 
2. The outlook of obedience 
3. The downlook of God’s care in his people’s lives 


Golden Topics 

1. The earnestness of the Magi. These men were 
Gentiles. They were outside the pale of God’s deal- 
ings with the Jews. Yet they had probably obtained 
much of their information from the Old Testament. 
This Book was almost certainly fairly well known 
by this time in the East. Its study would have a 
powerful influence in arousing a general expectancy 
that God was going to do some great thing in the 
world. And we are told even by heathen writers 
that there was such an expectancy at this time. The 
Magi acted obediently upon what light they had. And 
as always, obedience was followed by growing knowl- 
edge. 

2. Joseph’s practical common sense. If the Magi 
exhibited rather the growth of intellectual apprehen- 
sion of God through simple obedience, Joseph exhibits 
the development of the same knowledge conditioned 
by obedience in the practical relations of life. The 
two types are complementary the one to the other. 
We need to aim both at practical wisdom and at. 
intellectual knowledge in relation to God. Both are 
conditioned by obedience. Joseph must first of all be 
convinced that a particular direction or message is 
from the Lord. This is a most important matter. 
Otherwise his very readiness to obey would be a 
danger (cf. 1:20). But as soon as ever the com- 
mand given has been authenticated to his own con- 
science there is no more parleying. Action follows 
swift upon the heels of understanding. Joseph has 
often been represented as a dull, unimaginative sort 
of man. So far as the Gospel narratives reveal him, 
he seems to be the -very antithesis of this, — keen, 
discerning, practical, prompt. Such are the very char- 
acteristics we may well covet for ourselves afd for 
our pupils. 

3. Note how God worked through the responsiveness 
of these varying types of character to secure the 
safety of his own dearly beloved Son. There is scope 
and room in his kingdom for all types~of people and 
for all diversities of gifts. The one grand condition 
of usefulness is utter surrender to God’s will. 


4. The peculiar character of Matthew’s Gospel. It 
ise pre-eminently the Gospel of the King and of the 
kingdom. As such it is the Gospel for the Jew. Prob- 
ably it was originally written to help Jewish Chris- 
tians. It contains copious references to the fulfill- 
ment of Old Testament prophecy. It presents Christ 
above all as the King who has come and the King 
who shall yet come. As we proceed from lesson to 
lesson, it will be instructive to observe illustrations 
of this peculiarity. 

Tunsrivck WELLS, Enc. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HOSE interest in the birth of Christ does Matthew 
specially stress, in comparison with Luke? 

2. What further contrast between these two accounts 
do you note? 

3. What may we see of God’s use of a particular man 
for a particular work in these contrasting notes in the 
two Gospels, recurring more than once in their course? 

4. How does this emphasis of Matthew’s accord with 
the major purpose of his Gospel? 

5. In what respects were the birth and childhood of 
Jesus different from others according to Matthew? 

6. How many times did God appear to Joseph in 
dreams ? 

7. Name the prophets who are here indicated as fore- 
casting the birth of Christ. 


8. Make -a list of the events that were prophesied. 
(Personal. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had trom The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $l-a dozen. 


1. January 5.—Childhood of Jesus ..... Matt. 1:1 to 23:23 
. January 12,—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 

Matt. 3:1 toq: 
. January 19.—Jesus Begins His Ministry ..Matt. 4 : 12-25 
. January 26.—Standards of the Kingdom ..Matt. 5 : 1-48 
. February 2.—Putting God’s Kingdom First. Matt. 6 : 1-34 
February 9—Warnings and Promises (Temperance 

LOSBON) ccvcccevccccccccccdecgeecvecveccscccvces Matt. 7 : 1-29 

. February 16—Jesus Healing and Helping 

Matt. 8:1 to 9: 34 
8 February 23—The Twelve Sent Forth. Matt. 9: 35 to 1:1 
9. March 2.—Jesus Teaching About Himself 

Matt, 11 : 2 to 12: 50 
1o. March 9.—The Parable of the Sower ....Matt. 13 : 1-23 
11. March 16.—Parables of the Kingdom ..Matt. 13 : 24-52 
12, March 23.—Jesus Teaching and Healing. 
Matt. 13:53 to 16:12 


Nv 


Ana 


_ 


13. March 30.—Review. 








9. What is the only portion of Christ’s childhood Mat- 
thew tells? : 

10. What one verse of Scripture covers the period of 
Christ’s youth and young manhood? 


11. Since the parents of Christ needed the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in rearing the child, what would seem 
to be the need of all parents in undertaking the rearing 
of a child? 


12. What thing do you consider of greatest interest 


and importance in the record of the childhood of Jesus? 
(Personal.) 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


1 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Chicken Pox!"—Arise and take the young child 
and his mother, and fice into Egypt, and be thou there 
until I tell thee (v. 13). The Lord Jesus’ life be- 
gan in tragedy and ended in tragedy. The baby 
blood of Bethlehem incarnadined his advent, and his 
own blood reddened the sunset of*his earthly life. And 
the same tragic color followed all his disciples, save 
John, to the very end. But Herod with his sword 
could not beat God. And neither can you! (Num. 
32:23.) There is always some “Egypt” to which you 
can take the young child—if you get what I mean. 
That is to say, God is always able to take care of 
his own. You are immortal until your time is up. 
If you do not believe that you do not have the right 
sort of religion (Psa. 31:15). Some years ago in 
the little suburb of Rock Run, where I have my 
Mission Sunday School, an epidemic of chicken pox 
broke out. I visited one of the homes where this 
infantile ailment seemed to be the worst; the whole 
family was down with it. I danced the youngsters 
on my knee, carried the baby in my arms (said baby 
is now a man with babies of his own and in my Iron 
Rose Class). The father had it pretty badly also, 
and I kneeled by his bed and prayed with him. 
Then lo and behold! it was discovered. that our 
“chicken pox” was the worst form of smallpox. Rock 
Run suburb was strictly quarantined, the public school 
closed, and our chapel where we had Sunday-school 
was not permitted to open for almost-a year. But 
nothing happened to me or mine. “I would: have been 
scared to death,” one young lady exclaimed. “You 
don’t have the right kind of religion, come and join 
my church,” I laughingly told her. “The religion 
of the church I belong t> teaches that the Lord takes 
care of his own.” And so, of course, would have 
no trouble with the murderous and wicked old Herod 
as concerning the Baby he has sent into the world 
to grow up with the world and die for it. 


The “Old Herods.”—But when Herod was dead 
(v. 19). A funeral very often makes all the difference 
in the world. One of the old whimwhams is, “The 
burial of old Curmudgeon is one of the latest im- 
provements in this town of Squeedunk.” This would 
have been fine to have said in Judea when Herod 
passed out, but, unfortunately for the country, subse- 
quent Herods were no improvement on the old man. 
The tribe continued a bloodthirsty lot until the last 
one went out by spontaneous combustion, so to speak 
(Luke 9:9; Acts 12:1, 2, 23, 24). When you find 
some “Herod” in your way, menacing and dangerous, 
never lose heart, for “Herod” always passes sooner 
or later. You may have to dodge him or scurry to 
cover, but God has his angels on the watch and has 
a way of taking care of his “Peters.” The Lord 
Jesus was not the last innocent who could not come 
home until there had been a funeral. Whenever any 
“Herod” has begun to go against the plans of God, 
that “Herod” has begun to die before his natural time. 
Look around you and see. Where are those who op- 
posed the good things that were proposed in the com- 
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munity where you live? “Busted up,” and gone long 
ago? The other day I was at the two hundred and 
seventh anniversary of the Old Octoraro Church up 
here at the western end of the lovely Chester Valley. 
There was present a representative of the Great Valley 
Church down back of Paoli, the mother of Old Octo- 
raro. That representative said in the course of his 
remarks, “My father sleeps in the church yard at 
Great Valley, so does my grandfather, and my great 
grandfather, and my great great grandfather.” That 
is to say, that godly family is still there. Up at Old 
Octoraro the descendants of Dr. Latta, the old years- 
ago minister, are living near by, as are the descend- 
ants. of other old religious families of the church. 
But where are the descendants of the “Herods” of 
that ancient day? Echo answers, “Where?” and the 
oll bell sings, “Gone — Gone — Gone.” 


Rock Run.—Came and dwelt in a city called Naza- 
reth (v. 23). Every Jerusalem has its Nazareth. The 
place of shady reputation. The place where law is 
laughed at and where, ifeyou happen to be displeasing, 
they don’t mind throwing you over a cliff! (Luke 
4:29.) But you never can tell by appearances or 
reputation. Some of the finest folks the world has 
ever known grew up and dwelt in the town of ‘“No- 
Good-Thing” (John 1:46). Many years ago Coates- 
ville had its Nazareth. It is called “Rock Run.” If 
you wanted to say something mean:and nasty to a 
fellow you felt you could either “lick” or beat run- 
ning, you called him a “Rock Runner.” Speakeasies 
abounded. Certain inhabitants shot craps all day 
Sunday along the roads and pathways. It was noth- 
ing unusual to fish a dead man from the mill dam 
around which the Run is built. In Rock Run houses 
rented from three dollars to five dollars a month. 
They all carried the water from a “spring” long dis- 
tances, just as I expect they did in Nazareth. There 
were good people in Rock Run as there were in Naza- 
reth. They were humble working people of the mills. 
They belonged to Rock,Run Sunday School. The 
same sort, I imagine, that lived in Nazareth. Cob- 
blers, odd job, carpenters, rag carpet weavers, and 
the like. Christ spent thirty years among his Naza- 
renes and got their name. Hence his broad sym- 
pathy with all humble folk. The writer of this note’ 
has spent thirty-eight years in Rock Run, or will 
have if he is alive and going when this note is printed. 
When travelers go to Jerusalem they motor out to 
Nazareth. When people come to see me in Coates- 
ville they say, “I want to see your Rock Run.” I 
have a lovely painting of the village of Rock Run 
over my mantel. I show them that and then we 
motor up to see the real thing. It is a sweet and 
lovely and beautiful little hamlet now, where the old 
mill dam peacefully sleeps, its work of mill driving 
all done, and where the brooklet which gives its 
name to the place comes singing down from the 
Brandywine hills on its way to the great ocean. And 
oh, the many good things the Lord Jesus has brought 
out of Rock Run! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


ne 
Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: A gilt paper crown. A length of 
white goods for swaddling clothes. A picture of 
the crown of thorns. 











| WANT to talk about kings today. Did you ever 
see a king? No, I never did, either. In today’s 
lesson we have two kings. First /ve’ll talk about 
Herod. Once he was a tiny baby, and he was prob- 
ably wrapped round and round with a cloth like this, 
called swaddling clothes. He grew up as babies do, 
and became a man, and a king, and he wore a crown 
like this, only really truly gold. He was a wicked 
king, and when he heard of this little new king that 
was born, he had all boy babies killed, trying to 
be sure he killed him. Who was this little king he 
was jealous of? The Lord Jesus. Yes, God’s own 
Son. ‘He came to Bethlehem, and he was a tiny baby, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes. Our lesson tells how 
God cared for him in Egypt and Nazareth. The 
Lord Jesus grew to manhood, and the people didn’t 
know he was a king. Then one day he was crowned 
—with a crown of thorns, and he was nailed to a 
cross, with a sign over his head, “The King of the 
Jews.” <Anc the world said, “That’s the last of him.” 

But he arose from the dead, ascended into Heaven, 
and is coming again, and God’s Word says that on 
his head will be many crowns, and all nations shall 
join in proclaiming him King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Say it over with me—“King of kings and 
Lord of lords!” 


Mount Hermon, Cat. 
we 


Old Christians are much in praise-—Romaine, in the 
Keswick Calendar. 
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The Illustration Round-Table | black man bowed low, very low, at the | they had failed to satisfy him. He then | be poisonous. The water from the leaves 

<5. secéere: ack destiek t6.ccek teas pierced feet of the Saviour, and in five} became a disciple of a Christian mis- | dripping upon him filled his system with 

jenn ten aie department; one dollar ig} Minutes was washed whiter than snow./ sionary. “My soul,” he said, “was like | poison, and in a short time he died. The 

paid for each illustration’ accepted, and| Then by the native life-and-death oath ; a complicated lock. My teacher brought | circumstances of his singular death ex- 

two dollars for the best one each week.| he vowed himself to God without reserve the key down to the very bottom of the | cited Dr. Hodge’s curiosity, and he 

ee eee oe ealing carefuils | and irrevocably. He has been learning | lock, and opened it easily. When a key | wished to learn something more about 

a leaflet explaining the conditions of this| to read and is witnessing to Christ. He | opens a lock we know that the two were | the fatal poison-bush. An aged Negro 

department. The full list of lessons for| has started a school in his village. He} made for each other. I felt sure that | told him that it grew abundantly upon 

the year, with thie Jeafier, will ibe — bo is tempted terrifically, yet he is victo- | the Maker of my heart was also the Au-/| the island, but that by its side there 

tenditions means that good illustrations are| ious. Such is the present power of | thor of the Gospel.”—From The Scottish | always grew another bush which~was an 

constantly having to be rejected by the edi-| Christ's salvation—From The Sunday | Monthly Visitor. Sent by J. B. James, | antidote; and if the little boy had known 

a tors, which might otherwise be available.) School Times. Sent by J. B. James, To-' Toronto. it, and had rubbed himself with the 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School} © : : 
ronto, "i leaves of the healin tush, th ison 
The Poison and the Antidote.—T hou ing bush, the po 


— Sr full months in advance of the wos: Santi: Gidieg Wie tn teres, What 

Cate of the lesson. ‘ Py! / e , 

. Preference will be given to illustrations on The Lock and the Key.—Thou shalt | shalt call his name JESUS; for it is he | an illustration this is of those who have 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in| call his name.JESUS; for it is he that | that shall save his people from their sins | teen poisoned by sin, and know not how 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” shall save his people from their sins | (Golden Text). Dr. Hodge relates a| 4, escape from its dreadful consequences! 

Illustrations on other verses than the| (Golden Text). A Japanese preacher | story of a colored boy in the Bahama] pit for this fatal ison aon ae 
Golden Text are specially Caek a told his hearers that he had tested all} Islands who, to escape from a shower, | cure remed rovided b the same God 
some on the Golden Text are also need the leading religions in the East, and | took shelter under a bush that proved to ¥; PD 7 













































































What If We Do Not Understand? 
—Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise (Matt. 1:18). There are those 
who are stumbling over the virgin birth 
because they cannot explain it. But they 
do not know, and cannot understand, 
though they might be scientists, how two 
gases can combine and form a liquid 
called water, which they all must use. 
They may give you some data on the 
happening. They may even give the 
lovely name of hydrogen to one gas and 
oxygen to the other; but this does not 
make it appear any more reasonable that 
two gases should form a liquid, and that 
that liquid can be frozen and fall like 
a rock, or heated and drive a locomotive. 
They drink this combination, though they 
understand it’ not; but this water of life 
in Christ they refuse because they can- 
not fathom the combination of the Only 
Begotten Son of the Father and the vir- 
gin’s child—From The Moody Church 
Herald. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spen- 
cer, S. D. 


Waiting for God’s Guidance. — Be 
thou there until I tell thee (2:13). A 
young lady missionary who was work- 
ing among the Indians in 1879, having 
been most definitely led into that partic- 
ular field by God’s Holy Spirit, found 
the task a very difficult: one. Feeling 
herself inadequate to cope with the sul- 
len, stubborn, intractable children and 
youth, she was wholly discouraged and 
about to send in her resignation to the 
Board, and return home, when an edi- 
torial in Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs 
by the late Henry Clay Trumbull on the 
words, “Be thou there until I bring thee 
word,” caught her attention. It was so 
helpful and convincing that she knew 
God would have her remain in that diffi- 
cult field, trusting his all-sufficient grace 
to carry her through. She stayed on, 
continuing in-the school until it was de- 
stroyed by fire, a year later. The pre- 
cious message was cut out and pasted 
in Her Bible, and read many times, with 
a grateful heart to God for his guidance. 
—A personal incident. Sent by Miss H. 
J. M’Cay, Baliston Spa, N. Y. 


The Prisoner’s Need.—It is he that 
shall save his people from their sins 
(Golden Text). It is not enough, if 
you would help a prisoner, to go to him 
and say, “Friend, I come to instruct you, 
to amuse you, to help you to pass the 
time.” What he wants is not to make 
his captivity made more tolerable, but to 


be set free. And our Lord came to make |. 


us free—From the Gospel Witness. Sent 
by Miss G. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Masaba’s Change. — Thou shalt call 
his name JESUS; for tt is he that shall 
save his people fro, their sins (Golden 
Text). Twenty-five’ years ago Masaba 
was: employed by the officials of the 
Congo to commandeer men and women 
as rubber gatherers. When men would 
not go to work he shot them down, and 
cooked and ate them. He was known as 
the most cruel monster in the Congo. 
Two years ago he came to a station of 
the Heart of Africa Mission to see the 
missionary, Miss Rees, who had been 
preaching in the country. “Tell me,” he 
said, with desperate earnestness, “tell me 
the story you’ve been telling in the vil- 
lages. I feel my sin. I must get rid 
of it.” So Miss Rees told -Masaba of 
the blood shed for sins, the. blood that 








spoken it.” 


bright and morning star” (Rev. 22: 16). 


was centuries off? 


Now read Revelation 2: 26-28. 


shall have dominion” (Num. 24:17, 19). 
first occurrence of the word “star” in the singular number (the seventh mention in 
the Bible), and that on the very closing page of Holy Writ we should find the 
last occurrence: “I Jesus ...am_the root and the offspring of David, and the 


Another ‘‘ Smile” Stone 
By E. J. Pace, D.D. 


NNO DOMINI 1930! Thus again the calendar calls upon the whole world 
of civilized men to do homage to the Lord Jesus Christ as “Lord of the years.” 
For, however humble the circumstances of his birth, or however thorough the re- 
‘ jection by his people, this Man was born a King; and King he shall be in God’s 
good time over Israel, and over all the earth. 


“The mouth of the Lord hath 


The day of his coronation is yet future, but as deepens the darkness of that 
darkest hour before the dawning, there gleams high up from the horizon the “day 
star” (Phosphorus, the “light-bearer”) to gladden the hearts of God’s wakeful “pil- 
grims of the night.” Centuries before his first coming, the prophecy of the “Star” 
was forced from the lips of an unwilling prophet: 
of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel .. 


“There shall come a Star out 


. out of Jacob shall come he that 


It is significant that this should be the 


There were very many men, no doubt, and “wise men,” too, who saw “his star 
in the east,” but to almost the last man of them its significance was lost, for they 
were ignorant of the Scriptures. But a few there were who searched the Scrip- 
tures, as well as scanned the skies, to whom it was as plain as day that the “star” 
of Balaam’s prophecy was the star now moving before them in the direction of 
David’s capital. And what shall we say of the sublimity of their faith, that can 
ignore the uncouthness of a cow-stable, to do homage to a King whose crowning 


There are those today, thank God, who “prevent the night watches,” that they 
“might meditate in thy word” (Psa. 119: 148), who, scanning the celestial skies of 
prophetic Scripture, behold the rise of the “day star” in their hearts, the “blessed 
hope” of his coming again. Now, as then, when we see the dazzling star lighting the 
gloom of the deepening darkness before us, we “rejoice with exceeding great joy.” 

To the slumbering world about us —and, alas, there are enough drowsy Chris- 
tians among them —the coming of a new year is just one more milestone along the 
weary road the old world is traveling they know not where, but to God’s early 
risers it is another “smile” stone marking one year nearer the dawning of the day 
of his appearing, that “morning without clouds,” when the Gentiles shall come to his 
light, and kings to the brightness of his rising (Isa. 60:3). 





When they saw the 
Star they rejoiced with 

di # joy.” 
— ie grea whad ee 





makes hearts clean. > And: this enslaved 








who placed the antidote besjde a poison- 
bush. The cross of Christ is the tree 
of life. Let the suffering and dying come 
to that, and they shall be saved—From 
Peloubet’s Select Notes on the Interna- 
tional Lessons, 1889. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


w 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education. 
at Juniata College 





THE Law. or ASSOCIATION.— 
Ideas which are learned together 
tend to recur together. 











N THE midst of the many attempts 

to “humanize” our Lord, it will be 
well once again to note some of the evi- 
dences that he was more than human, 
and to associate with our thinking of his 
childhood that deity of which there is 
constant evidence in the records. It will 
add interest and hélp to strengthen the 
associations if the pupils themselves are 
led to discover these unusual features 
connected with the birth and childhood 
of the Lord. The striking fact of un- 
usual divine protection around the life of 
the Child cannot fail to impress the 
reader, and God’s use of the dream re- 
peatedly with Joseph, and also with the 
wise men for this purpose, is most sig- 
nificant. Again, the unusual circum- 
stance of the far coming of the wise men 
and their actual worship of this Child, 
together with their expensive gifts, are 
matters not to be lightly esteemed. 

To those who really believe that in the 
past “God has spoken,” the ever-recur- 
ring reference to the fulfillment of Scrip- 
ture will in itself . constitute a most 


with the incidents themselves. The vir- 
gin birth is definitely referred to Isaiah’s 
prophecy, and the place of birth is shown 
also to be prophetic through the efforts 
of the cruel king who would have slain 
the Child, and the researches of the rulers 
who later were blinded as to the claims 
of him whom they thus originally cer- 
tified. The going into Egypt and the 
return to Nazareth are both seen to be 
rooted in prophecy, and the sad lament 
of the mothers for their little children 
so cruelly slain was also a note in the 
lament of the weeping prophet. Who 
can read this account in Matthew and not 
discover that with this Child are: asso- 
ciated events that have more than human 
significance; and that therefore, with all 
its very human elements, there must for- 
ever be associated in this childhood 
those factors that constitute it more than 
human? 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the sending of thy Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, into the’ world as 
a little child. We thank thee for the story 
of his coming, and for glimpses of his boy- 
hood,. and for what has been revealed to us 
of the training years of his youth We 
pray thee that as the wise men brought 











unto him gifts appropriate to their visit and 
| their worship, so may we bring to our Lord 





important fact to be intimately ‘tied in~ 





























Lesson for January 5 


Jesus today the gift of ourselves and our 
loyal obedience in following him. And we 
would be more childlike and. teachable, more 
obedient and faithful to all our obligations, 
and especially to the. always loving com- 
mands of him who is Christ the Lord. We 
ask this in his precious name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One day an older 
man wrote to a young friend, asking him 
if he would do a certain favor for him 
in Christian service. The young man 
immediately responded in a letter Of ac- 
ceptance, but he said, “Nothing that I 
might do for you would be a favor.” 
Do you see what he meant? He meant 
that he was already under such: obliga- 
tions to the older man that anything he 
might do would be really as nothing 
toward repaying that obligation. Every 
one of us here has an obligation that we 
never can repay. We cannot do any 
favor for the Lord Jesus. No gifts that 
we bring to him, as the wise men did or 
as we may do, are any favor to-him. In 
the Book of Acts you remember that 
those who wanted to give to the church 
first gave themselves. The favor is all 
in our own direction. What the Lord 
Jesus has done for us we could never 
make up for. Let us give ourselves to 
him, and be thankful that every life given 
over into his keeping becomes for the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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first time real life, and rich in blessings. 
Let us pray. é 


My St To HIM 
IS IT?- 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Once in Royal David’s City.” 

“He Keeps Me Singing.” 

“Wonderful Jesus.” 

“Many Names Are Dear.” i 
“The Story of Jesus Can Never Grow Old.’ 
“The -Name of Jesus.” 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 1: 1-25; 2: 1-23, using 
R Matthew 2:1-23 for the lesson. 
For the first six months of 1930 we 
are going to study the life of the Lord 
Jesus from the Gospel of Matthew. 

The children will recall the Christmas 
lesson we studied two weeks ago, taken 
from Luke’s Gospel. In it we learned 
that an an,el told some shepherds that 
the world’s Saviour was born in Bethle- 
hem, and a great multitude of angels 
sang the first glad Christmas carol. All 
this happened on the very night in which 
the little Baby was born. Luke tells 
us, too, that the Holy Spirit told a man 
in Jerusalem, named Simeon, that he 
should five to see the Lord’s Christ. And, 
sure enough, when Joseph and Mary 
carried the little heavenly Child to the 
Temple at Jerusalem to offer the sac- 
rifice for him that the Law required 
for all little firstborn Jewish boys, 
Simeon knew that he was the promised 
One, and blessed him. A_prophetess 
named Anna saw him in the Temple and 
knew him, too, and praised God for 
him. 

This was God’s own Son, the Saviour 
of the world, and in our lesson for this 
week Matthew tells us that God told the 
wonderful news of his birth to some peo- 
ple who were not Jews. There were 
some men living a long distance from 
Jerusalem who studied the stars, and no 
doubt worshiped the God who made them. 
One night they saw a wonderful new 
star in the sky, and God told them that 
he had sent it to tell of the birth of his 
Son, who was to be King of the Jews, 
and that if they would follow the star 
it would lead them to the little King. 
Tell the class that all these wonderful 
announcements were made because this 
was the greatest event that had ever 
taken place since the world began. 

The men got some gifts suitable for 
the King, and followed the star until 
they were not so .very far from Bethle- 
hem. But they remembered that the 
Jewish kings used to live in Jerusalem, 
so they followed the old caravan road 
to Jerusalem instead of following the 
star to Bethlehem. In Jerusalem they 
asked, “Where is he that is born ‘King 
of the Jews? for we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come to worship 
him.” When this wonderful news spread 
over the city, the sinful: king and his 
people were troubled. You ‘see, if a new 
king should come, Herod thought he 
would lose his throne and perhaps. his 
life, and the people thought they might 
be called to right living. Herod called 
the priests and Bible teachers together, 
and asked where their King should be 
born. These people knew that their long’ 
promised Saviour would be born in Beth- 
lehem where David was born, because 
the prophets long before had written. it. 

Herod called the wise men quietly and 
asked them. when they had first seen the 
star. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
and said to them, “Go and search dili- 
gently for the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also.” 

After they had left Herod they saw 
the star again, and they were so glad. 
They followed it until it stood over the 





house in Bethlehem where the little King 





was. 


The wise men went into the house 
and saw the Baby with Mary his mother. 
They fell down and worshiped him, and 
offered him their costly gifts. 

Then God warned them not to go back 
to Herod, for the cruel, sinful’ king had 
no idea of worshiping the little Saviour 


King, but wanted to kill him. True, 
the little King had come into the worlds 
to die for the sin of the world, and all 
the wicked kings in the world could not 
kill him until his time came to lay down 
his life. 

The wise men returned into their own 
country another way; and God told Jo- 
seph to take the young Child and his 
mother into Egypt, and to keep them 
there until he was told to return to his, 
own country. While they were all safe 
in God’s care in Egypt; Herod sent to 
Bethlehem and killed all the little babies 
from two years old and under, thinking he 
would be sure to get the Baby King. 
So there were many mothers with sad 
hearts. But we are sure that God re- 
membered them and blessed them, and 
we know, too, that he had a special love 
for the innocent little babies that were 
killed that day by the order of the cruel 
king. 

Sing “Joy to the World.” 

Cirnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Child-King received by: 
1. His parents. 
2. The wise ones. 
3. The earthly king. 
4. The teachers. 
5. You? 











—~O LATELY have your girls been 

celebrating the birthday of the Child- 
King, whose life on our earth we shall 
be studying for the coming six months, 
that this lesson will- need little intro- 


fifth point above, in some such way as 
this: “We have all been thinking of 
eur Child-King so much these past two 
or three weeks —I wonder how you girls 
would answer this question, should I ask 
you to: How have you, deep down in 
your heart, received him whose coming’ 
makes our Christmas?. Suppose you hold 
your answer to that question in your 
minds a little while, while we discuss 
some others like it, and then we shall 
return to it.” 


1. 'How did his own parents receive 
him? It is Matthew who tells us this 
part of his story most fully, especially 
the share of his foster father in his re- 
ception, and he makes unmistakably clear 
that Joseph was only this and not his 
natural father (Matt 1: 18-25). 

But how clearly also there shines 
through all this story the strong. faith 
of Joseph, and his patient love: for the 
Child who was to be born to the girl 
to whom he was betrothed!.. We who 
do not call him “St. Joseph” must not, 
beeause of this, fail to see the greatness 
of his faith in God’s promise, and the 
beauty of his attitude toward both the 
Child and. the mother. 

Again, your girls will be silent before 
Mary’s reception-of the Child, her own 
and God’s alone; if you can bring them 
to realize what God called on her to 
bear in this miraculous birth. It is from 
Luke -that--we learn her share in his 
reception (1: 26-56), but we should never 
think of the coming of Jesus the Christ 
without remembering Mary’s utter sur- 
render of herself: “Be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.” Such a memory 
will help your girls in more than one 
crisis of their womanhood. 

2. Then we have the fascinating story 
of the way the wise ones of earth received 
the Child; as Matthew tells~cf the visit 
of the Magi and Luke tells of the old 
Hebrew prophet and prophetess, Simeon 
and Anna. “Wisdom” and “Old Age” 


duction. You might well begin with. the ]. 
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see these wise ones and prophets in the 
presence of this Baby Jesus they will 
again “keep silence before him.” 


3. Another picture hangs in this Christ- 
mas gallery —the first to bring a dis- 
cordant note in the reverence and faith 
that surrounded Christ at his birth. This 
is the picture of his reception by the 
earthly king, Herod, whose jealous anger 
and reckless cruelty Matthew portrays so 
vividly. This represents the way the 
ee of earth always resent the power 
oO 


4. If your time permits, think for a 
moment at least of the way the official 
teachers of his day received the Child 
Jesus, when at twelve his parents took 
him to be taught of them in the Temple 
(Luke 2: 42-52). It is a picture rich 
in thought-food, for which you will find 
the minds of your girls have a keen 
appetite. Wonder and astonishment, if 
not faith, speak through this picture, on 
the part of all who saw and heard him, 
on that visit; though he taught, uncon- 
sciously, far more than he was taught. 

5. But you must save: time to come 
back to this fifth question: “How have 
you received this Child-King? In your 
heart? In your life?” This you must 
answer, not to any earthly teacher, but 
to the King himself, both now and here- 
after. Shall we make this the key-ques- 
tion for our girls all through these six 
months of our study of “The Gospel of 
the Kingdom”? 


Home Study 


Begin this week a simple outline “Life 
of the King” (in a small notebook) with 
the first five points entered under the 
five heads of this lesson. Make the sub- 
heads your own all the way through. 
Kept faithfully this simple piece of work 
; will be of great value to you both during 


' this six months and in your future Bible 
study. 
Rasun Gap, Ga. 


we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s: Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


a The protective power of 
od. 


Discussion: What part has God in the 
W carrying out of his plans for our lives? 

Objective: Keeping with 
limitless power. 


connection 











AY, fellows, on this first Sunday of 

the new year, let us take a single 
feature of the record of the childhood 
of Jesus, namely: How the power of 
Almighty God protected him. Jesus was 
born into the world, a human being, with 
a certain divine mission to fulfill, and 
there was no earthly power that could 
upset the plan of his life. As a babe 
in the arms of humble parents, in the 
lowly walks of life, unprotected by the 
safeguards that usually surround the rich, 
it would seem he had little chance to 
survive the malicious designs of the king 
upon his life, with all the resources that 
Herod commanded. Yet the little Babe 
escaped every snare that was laid to 
destroy him, went here and there with 
his parents, and grew into youth and man- 
hood. His life ended only when the plan 
of his life was fulfilled. 

Perhaps you sav, “Yes, but that was 
Jesus, God’s Son. Of course he was 
protected.” All right, let’s look at David 
a moment. Here is a lad who had more 
remarkable escapes from death than any 
other person in the Bible record. First, 
from the lion and the bear. Not only 
did. David fight single-handed with these 
ferocious beasts, but actually delivered 
a lamb from the paws of one of them. 
Then David fought the giant and slew 
him. There was not a man in Saul’s 
army who. would have given a nickel for 
David’s life when that boy went out 
against Goliath. Next, the vicious javelin 
of Saul, thrown at close range, missed 
David and stuck in the wall. Then fol- 
lows: a series of miraculous escapes. Saul 








bowing before “Babyhood” is always a 


organized an army to hunt him down 


beautiful picture, but if your girls can| “as when one doth hunt a partridge in 
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"i sling out, as out of the middle of a 


the mountains”: but it seemed this young 
man lived a charmed life, for nothing 
could touch him to harm him. Abigail 
expressed the situation’ when she said 
to David: “A man is risen to pursue 
thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul 
of my lord shall be bound in the bundle 
of life with the Lord thy God; and the 
souls of thine enemies, them shall he 


sling” (1 Sam. 25: 29). 

“But,” you may say, fellows, “that was 
David, the ‘man after God’s own heart’ 
— of course God protected him.” 

Now listen: Here’s the big thought for 
you and me, fellows, as we face another 
year of our lives. The power of God— 
the same that protected Jesus, the same 
that protected David — is here like a wall 
about us, too. All the resources of 
Heaven stand between you and disaster ; 
all the infinite power of God stands back 
of you, under you, in you, for the carry- 
ing out of God’s plan for your life. 
There is only one thing that can pre- 
vent the miracle of it, and that is for you 
to take the matter out of God’s hands and 
try to handle it without him. The Lord 
Jesus daily squared his course by the 
plan that he and the Father had worked 
out in the councils of eternity. David 
inquired of the Lord at every step in 
those days of his youth and voung man- 
hood. It was only when he allowed his 
appetite to dictate that he slipped, and 
even then he got back through penitence 
and confession. 

Fellows, it is a wonderful thought to 
me on this New Year Sunday that the 
limitless power of God is about me to 
preserve, protect, and uphold me, through 
to the end when my work for. him will 
be finished. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 29) 

1. Our minds, — using our knowledge of 
God; our hearts, — warming our emotion 
toward him and our fellows; and our wills, 
— stirring us to action in accord with our 
emotions. 

2. Meditation, observation, music, prayer, 
praise (vocal), instruction from the pulpit, 
and the offering of some gift. 

3. The atmosphere of the place in which 
worship is held has much to do with its 
quality and reality. 

4. The character and preparedness of the 
leader, and his own consciousness of the 
presence of-God there. 

5. God has definitely bidden us to wor- 
ship together in his house of worship, at 
stated intervals, and has made rich promises 
to meet his people there, in that way. But 
Scripture is also rich in suggestions that 
all nature induces to worship, as well as 
the inner quietness of ‘the soul. 

6. Hebrews 10: 25. 

¢ Attending in the right spirit (Heb. 10: 
22). 

‘ 4 The peace of the church (Psa. 

“9 

9. Provoke one another to love and good 
works (Heb. 10: 24). 

10. See 2 Corinthians 6: 

Not at all. “How shall they hear 
wines a preacher?” (Rom. :14.) But, 
on the other hand, it does aii that we 
have no right to admit into membership in 
a Christian church those who deny Christ. 
_ 12, God is a spirit and therefore a Chris- 
tian may truly worship him in spirit wher- 
ever he may However, to go to a 
heathen temple and take part ina heathen 
service with the idea that whereas the un- 
believers are worshiping their god, you are 
worshiping vours.is absurd... We are dis- 
tinetiy commanded to “have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them” (Eph. 5: 11). 


Books on the 1930 Lessons 


UNDAY - SCHOOL tteachers and 
superintendents will be glad to know 

of the following books which will be 
found valuable in studying the Sunday- 
school lessons of the first and second 
quarters in 1930 on “The Gospel of the 
Kingdom.” 
Simple Studies in Matthew. By William L. 


Pettingill. (Cloth $1.33, paper 83 cents, post- 
paid.) 


122: 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Prophecy. By I. R. 
paid.) 

These books may be obtained from the 
Philadelphia Schooi of the Bible, 1721-27 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 


Dean, M.A. ($1.60, post- 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 12 How Can Nations Practice the 
Golden Rule? Matt. 7:12; 20 : 20-28. 
Jan. 19. Shall We Abolish or Expand Mis- 
“es a hy? Matt. : 18-20% Acts 

I 


Jan. 26. What Is Our Church Planning This 
Year? Acts 2: 41-47; 13 : 1-3. (Denomina- 
tional Day. Beginning hristian Endeavor 
Week.) 

Feb. 2. How May Endeavorers Crusade with 
Christ? Rom. 12:1-9. (Christian En- 
deavor Day.) 


Sunday, January 5, 1930 


Why Pray for Others? 
(Acts 2: 39; Jas. 1: 5-7. (Consecration 


. 


meeting.) 





Mon.—Paul’s intercession (Rom. 9g: 1-5). 





Tues.—Paul asks prayer (Eph. 6: 
Wed.—What to pray for (Eph. 1 
Thurs.—Prayer for Sodom (Gen. 


18-20). 
2 15-23). 
18 : 23- 


33). 

Fri—Jesus’ prayer for others (John 17: 
9, 10, 20, 21). 

Sat.—The great promise (John 16: 7). 











What others should we pray for? 

When should we stop praying for a given 
person? 

How far does Jas. 5:14, 15 apply today? 
A MAN working for a great London 

newspaper had been out on an as- 
signment very late at night. When he 
came back to the office he could not 
get in, because the office man on the third 
floor had fallen asleep. ‘Try as he would 
he could not wake him. So he went to 
a near-by telegraph office and sent a mes- 
sage to the Edinburgh office of the news- 
paper. It read, “Wake up the man on the 
third floor.” Then he went back to the 
door and in a little while the office man 
came down to open it. The message had 
gone all the way to Edinburgh and then 
back to London, but it did the work that 
the man himself could not do, although 
he was within a few steps of the sleeper. 
He 


May we not see in this incident one 
great reason why God wants us to pray 
for others? All about us are those who 
are not merely asleep but dead in tres- 
passes and sin. There are also those 
who, although they know Christ, are 
laboring under heavy burdens. Nothing 
that we can do or say of ourselves can 
bring relief, even though we may be very 
close to them socially, or perhaps even 
in the same home. - But our heavenly 
Father can do for them what we cannot 
do. He can bring them into new life. 
He can waken them from lethargy, and 
lift their burdens. Our prayer of faith 
releases his infinite power to work in 
their behalf. 

ve 


Naturally the question comes to us, for 
whom should we pray? Our lesson verses 
answer this question, for they tell us that 
if we lack wisdom we are to ask of God 
and that he will show us (Jas. 1:5). 
Certaiiily we shall want to include in our 
prayer list those whom God has specially 
laid upon our hearts who are unsaved. 
We are definitely commanded to pray for 
those who despitefully use us (Matt. 5: 
44). We shall want to include those 
whom we know especially need our 
prayers,— our pastor and the officers of 
our church, the teachers in our Sunday- 
school, the missionaries on the field 
whose work we happen to know about, 
and the like. 

oe 


In praying for Christians we have a 
marvelous example in the Epistles that 








323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Coming Kingdom or The 
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will suggest to us how to pray effectively 
and intelligently. Read Ephesians 1: 15- 
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23 and Ephesians 6: 18-20, Philippians 1: 
g-11, Colossians 1: 9-14. The Lord Jesus 
himself prayed for others during his 
earthly ministry. Read his wonderful 
prayer in John 17, especially verses 9, 
15 to 21. " 


But how long should we continue to 
pray fer a person? Certainly if God 
has placed on our hearts the burden of 
prayer, we do not dare to cease praying 
until the answer comes or until he defi- 
nitely shows us that we are to stop. 
George Miiller prayed for more than 
sixty-two years that two men might be 
converted. A friend of his said to him, 
“Do you expect God to convert them?” 
“Certainly. Do you suppose that God 
would put upon his child for sixty-two 
years the burden of two souls, if he-had 
no purpose of their conversion?” was his 
reply.. Neither of those men was con- 
verted before Miiller died, but both were 
brought to Christ,— one only a few weeks 
before his own death. We are told in 
Hebrews that the Lord Jesus ever Jiveth 
to make intercession for us. Are we, his 
servants, above our Master that we em- 
ploy so little the great privilege God has 
given us of interceding with him for 
others? 

Me 


Perhaps one form of praying for others 
mentioned in the Epistles may confuse us 
today, simply because some have carried 
it beyond the literal Word of God. It is 
prayer for the sick, mentioned in James 
5:14, 15. The plain teaching of God’s 


| Word is that we must always pray ac- 
| cording to his will (1 John 5:14, 15). 


We may not always know whether or 
not it is God’s will to heal a sick per- 
son. That need not keep us from obey- 
ing God’s command to call together the 
elders, —the spiritual leaders of our 
church,—to pray for the sick. These 
verses in James 5 do not promise a mirac- 
ulous healing. God may choose to use 
natural means, or the skill of the physi- 
cian coupled with his medicine to bring 
about the cure. Nor are we to assume 
that God cannot heal miraculously today 
if he so purposes. Our place is, in sim- 
ple trust and faith, to place the whole 
matter before him, with a calm trust and 
confidence that he will do that which is 
the very best in answer to our prayers. 
Are we doing our part in such cases as 
we know about? 


How much time do I spend each week in 
praying for others? 


How can I know how to pray more 
effectively for others? 


What great Helper may we have in all 
our prayers? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 








Sito and the Little Missionary 
By Dorrice Pressly 


N A far-away country across the 

waters they travel in rickshas, a sort 
of light buggy on two wheels with shaits 
like a buggy has, and a man gets in be- 
tween the shafts and takes people around. 
He gets very little pay for this, and it 
is such hard work that a man cannot 
stand it more than about ten years; his 
ankles swell up and his muscles stand 
out in bad shape like twisted cords. 

This story is about a ricksha man 
whose name was Sito, and the young 
missionary wanted him to take his little 
girl to school. He put his head out of 
the ‘window and clapped his hands for 
Sito. Sito drew near with his ricksha, 
and the missionary said, “Ohio, Sito,” 
which means, “Good morning.” Sito 
bowed low two or three times, calling 
back, “Ohio, Ohio.” Then the missionary 
told him, “Sito, I want you- to come to- 
morrow and every morning at eight 
o’clock and take my little girl to school 
on such a street. Do you know where 
that is?” Sito said he did. “Then at 





three o'clock you are to go and bring 
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her home. Will you do that?” 
I come.” 

So the next morning Sito was there 
with his “buggy” and the little girl took 
her seat and Sito took up the shafts. 
It was a light burden for Sito this time, 
not like some of the big fat men he had 
to carry, and there was plenty of time, 
so he did not 1 ed to hurry. The little 
girl was only nine and she wanted to 
talk, so she asked, “Do you like to play 
horse like this all the time, Sito?” 

Now that hurt Sito; it was hard work 
and he didn’t like her to talk that way, 
so he said, “Now, little missie, don’t make 
fun of poor Sito like that. I get very 
tired doing this.” 

“Then why do you do it?” 

“Because I have five stomachs to fill 
with rice, little missie, and I must work 
this way.” 

“But if you get sick or old, what then, 
Sito?” That made the man very sor- 
rowful. “I don’t know, missie. I went 
to the priest this morning and ‘then to my 
god to ask him to help me, so I could 
buy more rice to fill the five stomachs 
and not get so tired.” 

“Did it do you any good? What did 
the priest do?” 

“Why, the, priest wrote me a little 
prayer on some paper and I took it to 


my god. 

“How did that help you?” 

“Then I chewed it all up in my mouth, 
but it didn’t stick.” 

“Didn’t stick? What do you mean?” 

Then Sito told her that when he threw 
the wet paper-prayer at his god, if it 
stuck he would get help, but it didn’t. 

“Oh, Sito, if you’d go to our God I 
know you'd get help.” 

But poor Sito answered her, “How 
could I go away off to your God’s shrine? 
It took me so long this morning to go 
to my god, and I ¢an’t lose so much time, 
for I must earn the money to buy rice 
to fill the five stomachs.” 

Then the happy-hearted ’ little girl 
smiled. “Oh, Sito, you don’t have to go 
way off to our God; it’s the other way. 


“Yes, 





He says, ‘Come.’ I learned some words 


that would help you, but I can’t think 
of them just now; maybe when you come 
to take me home they will come to me.” 

Sure enough, when Sito came at three 
o'clock she cried, “Now I know them; 
our God Jesus says: ‘Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.’ Wait till we 
get home and Daddy will tell you all 
about it.” 

‘When Sito stopped at the gate, the 
little girl hurried in calling, ‘Daddy, 
Daddy, come quick, Sito’s ready, Sito’s 
ready.” It tock some time for her daddy 
to understand what it was all about, then 
he took Sito into his room and told him 
about the real, true God who would help 
all of us if we would only trust his love 
and care. He told him how God’s own 
Son, Jesus, died for our sins to save us, 
and that he knows all about our sorrows 
and burdens. Then they knelt to pray 
to this dear Jesus. 


He said, “I know now. He’s here with 
me,” putting his hand on his heart. “I 
go no more and give priest my money. 
I'll tell your God and Jesus, they will 
help poor Sito.” 

The years went by. The mission work 
grew, and a neat little church was built, 
and an old man was hired as sexton. 
He took great pains in keeping it clean 
and tidy. But he would often grow very 
tired, then he would sit down in one of 
the pews to rest a bit. While he rested 
he would take a little red book out of 
his pocket (he always carried it) and 
open at a certain place and look at it 
so lovingly. He couldn’t read, but his 
little girl who went to the mission read 
it to him, and she had marked the place 
so he could find it, and he said.the words 
over and over to himself: “Come unto 
me, ... I will give you rest.” They 
meant so much to him, for this is Sito, 
and he still. loves to come in thought and 
prayer to this true God, who pitied him 
in his hard labor, and gave him heart 
rest. This is a really true story, and 


— the little girl a real’ missionary? 


Lone Beacu, CAL, 


Church Equipment Service 


Efficient 


HEN the new superintendent took 

over the work of the small Sunday- 
school, he was given several well worn, 
paper covered notebooks, such as children 
use in school. For some time the attend- 
ance records of the school had been kept 
in these copy books. The names and ad- 
dresses of the children had been written 
in ink, and vertical lines had been drawn 
up and down the pages, often just in 
pencil, to mark the weeks. The books 
presented a shabby appearance and were 
not satisfactory as permanent records. 

Then some one had given the super- 
intendent’ two or three small round 
baskets. These had been used for tak- 
ing up the collection in the whole school, 
as no class envelopes were used. 

But the new superintendent had had 
experience in larger schools, and more- 
over, he knew that good attendance rec- 
ords and collection envelopes could be 
bought with limited means. So he did 
a little thinking and a little hunting and 
in a short time he had sent in his order 
for cards and class envelopes. When they 
arrived, the teachers were delighted with 
them. The whole year’s attendance rec- 
ord could be kept on one card, and only 
one card was needed for each child. 
These cards fitted into neat and durable 
envelopes in which the class offerings 
would be placed, and on the outside of 
which could be written the teacher’s 
name and the class number or name. This 
new and inexpensive system did away 
with the old notebooks and the little col- 
lection baskets. Then, somehow the new 
cards and envelopes seemed to increase 
the loyalty of the class members, for 
now they could take turns marking the 
attendance in their own class and could 
know just what their own offering was. 
Cne supply house issues a fine church 
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financial record book. This book has 
space for the following things: the enve- 
lope number, name, address, and tele- 
phone number of each contributor 
opposite his account in the book; an 
alphabetical index of names, giving also 
the envelope number; a weekly record of 
receipts; disbursements recorded under 
debtor, item paid, from which fund, and 
the amount; and detachable quarterly 
statements. 

With such a record book should be 
used the well-known duplex envelope 
system, which gives each member a 
double envelope for church expenses and 
missionary offering. A certain church 
near Philadelphia never had used such a 
system up to 1928. Its financial problem 
was becoming more and more difficult. 
In 1928 they introduced the envelope sys- 
tem and in one year’s time the whole 
situation was greatly improved, and a 
large number of members who had 
scarcely been giving anything were mak- 
ing regular weekly offerings. . 

One -concern makes a readable .and 
comprehensive attendance record board 
that can be seen by~ the whole ‘school. 
There is room on it for the date, attend- 
ance, and offering for the day and for 
the previous week, the number of Bibles 
brought to the school, the membership 
aim, special dates in the future and for 
each class the name of the teacher, en- 
rollment, number present, and offering. 

All of these pieces of equipment not 
only add greatly to the efficiency of any 
school or church, but they are valuable 
aids in increasing the attendance and in- 
terest. Information will gladly be sent 
to pastors and superintendents if requests 
are addressed to Church Equipment Serv- 
ice, THE SunpAY ScHooL, TIMES, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


When Sito rose | 
from his knees his face was all shining. |: 
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‘*F want to relate what the 
Lord has done to a family 
since they contribute to the 
cause of the Jewish mission. 
The head of the family, a 
man about 45 years of age, 
has received a raise in salary 
eleven times since they have 
contributed’ to the cause of 
bringing the gospel to the 
Jews, which, of course, is 
only secondary to the spirit- 
ual blessings the Lord has 
bestowed upon them.” 
«Name and address in our 
files.) 


You see, it’s this way; the Jews 
are God's property, and you 
can’t touch them for good without 
some blessing sticking, as a con- 
tagion, to you; no less than did 
the poor woman who said, ‘ Let 
me but touch the hem of His 

garment !” 


Do you know of anything more 
directly in the line of God's bless- 
ing than helping those ‘‘of whom 
as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came”? Or, do you know of any 
other people or person concerning 
whom He has said, ‘‘I will bless 
them that bless thee’’? 


Our work merits your confi- 
dence and support. ur efforts 
are directed to the evangelizing 
net only of the 2,000,000 Jews of 
New York, but of the 4,000,000 Jews 
of America, as well as the Jews of 
Europe and Palestine. Branches 
are now maintained in Philadel- 
phia and in Lithuania. Your 
help. is always needed and ap- 
preciated. Our < “ST HE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE,” considered 
by many Bible students the most 
helpful paper on Prophecy and 
the: Jews in America, is sent to 
all contributors. Regular price 
50c a year or loc a copy. May we 
hear from you ? 





American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


AE OGRES 
CTURES 


ONE CENT SIZE 
8x34. For 50 or more, 
NT SIZE 






























Two CE 
5%4x8. For 25 or more, 
Send 50 cents for 25 on 
The Life of Christ or 25 
Art Subjects or 25 for 
Children, 5% x8. Or 50 
for Children, 3 x 3%. 





L ®t your children make companions of 
e world’s most beautiful pictures. Cul- 

ture, happiness and beauty will be added 
to their lives, 











Use them In the Sunday School 
Send 15 cents for Catalogue of 1600 Illustrations 


he Perr Pictures p01567 maiden, Mass 


A Whole Year for 31.00! 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching gratifying! 


“Analysis fine, comments excellent, illustrations 
to the point.”” “J. W. Duvall. Sample copy free. 








THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


























































































GIFTS 


Spirit-filled Christian stewards like 


to make them. 


Annuity Gifts to the National Bible 
Institute are not only extraordinarily 
fine gifts, but they pay dividends in 
trained Christian workers proclaiming 
the Gospel at home and abroad. 








You can help greatly in evangeliz- 
ing the world and enjoy 


a non-fluctuating income for life 
through an Annuity Gift. 


SECURITY STABILITY SERVICE 








wy ewe SE OO or er ae 


For detailed information write to 


Tue Nationa Bisxe Instrrute 
340 West SSth Street, New York City _ 


Don O. Shelton, President 
Hugh R. Monro, Treasurer 








Here's the Insptration Every 
Sunday Schoel Teacher Neec's 


PELOUBET’S 


- Select Notes 


FOR 1930 


A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1930 


BIBLE RECREATION BOOKS 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


GO TILL YOU GUFSS 





. WILDE 


fon Street 


The Popular Handbook 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Arnold’s Practical 
Commentary, 1930 Only 


COMPANY 
Ko.ton, Mass 








A high spiritual‘tone and its wealth 
of suggestions has endeared this 
popular handbook to thousands of 
readers. 


With its hints to teachers, i!lustrations, blackboard 
exercises, questions, maps, etc., it supplies the need 
for a good all-around commentary at a popular price. 


ORDER _ A_COPY NOW 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave, N.Y¥.; 851 Cass St., Chicage 


Cutiéura 
Talcum 


The newest member of the Cuticura 
for the newest member of your family 


The Ideal Baby Powder 25c. 4 
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Sunny Farms Popping Corn 


New kind—large, tender delicious kernels. Guaranteed 
to pop. Send i5c for large carton prepaid direct from 
SUNNY FARMS, St. Joseph Co., Dept. 12-C, P. O. Box 
615, South Bend, Ind. 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


For Family Worship } 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Schoel Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Lesson Committee, 


Tue New YEaR—aNnpD Gop 
The year is new 
For me, 
For you; 
And as we pass the portal through 
The Maker of all years goes, too, 
—B. P. Peabody. 


December 30 to January 5 


Mon.—Matthew 1: 17-25. 
Jesus’ Ancestry and Birth. 
In Luke 3 the genealogy of Christ is 
traced through his mother, ddughter of 
Heli, through Nathan, son of David, to 
Adam. This is the genealogy of the 
suffering Saviour. In Matthew the gene- 
alogy is traced through Joseph, the legal 
father of Jesus, through Solomon, son of 
David, to Abraham. This is the gene- 
alogy of the coming King. The inspiring 
Spirit leads Matthew to mention four 
women ancestresses—two adulteresses, 
one harlot, and one Lot-descended, Moab- 
ite Gentile. The word “birth,” gennesis 
(v. 18), is better “begetting” — differ- 
ent from the procession of “begats” pre- 
ceding. (“The Two Genealogies of 
Jesus,’ with chart by J. Clyde Stillion, 
may had from the Christian Life 
Literature Fund, 80 Stafford Bldg., 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 25 cents.) 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
prodigal daughters and their children, 
that they may find salvation in what the 
scarlet thread typified and comfort from 
Tamar, Rahab, and Bathsheba. 


Tues.—Matthew 2: 7-15. The Child Protected. 


Like God’s star and the God-sent 
dream, God’s watchcare is exerted over 
childhood by the light of his Word and 
his providences, in Christian teaching and 
rearing in home. and Sunday-school. 
Godly parents should run from the 
‘Herods of atheistic literature, immoral 
movies, miscellaneous comradeship, evo- 
lution in young people’s magazines — fly 
from the Egypt of this world. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
children in Mother Eva’s home in Frie- 
denshort, Miechowitz, Upper Silesia, Ger- 
many, upwards of five hundred, and for 
those in the thirty-eight other homes; for 
supplies and continual enlargement; for 
workers gone out to China and other 
countries; pray for the great crowded 
Bernado Homes in England (Miss Effie 
Bentham, the Towers, Scarborough, 
Eng.); pray for all children’s homes and 
orphanages. Perhaps God will tell you 
to close your prayers with a check. 
Wed.—Exodus 2 : 1-10. The Child Moses. 

There is hardly as much in the record 
about the “child” Moses as there is of 
the child Jesus. He modestly omits here 
even the names of his parents and sister, 
but sets down the record of Miriam’s 
cleverness, for it was her suggestion that 
led to his adoption by the princess. The 
Holy Spirit wanted something added to 
this autobiography, and made Stephen de- 
clare that Moses was “comely before 
God,” as Rawlinson renders Acts 7: 20. 
Billy Sunday says he intends to ask 
Jochebed-some day what wages she drew 
on pay days. Then he can ask Moses 
why he skipped from the story of “the 
chest of the papyrus plant” (v. 3) to the 
slaying of the Egyptian bully (v. 11). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Gospel to “speed away” to China, to South 
American Indians, to Africa, and all other 
dark lands where exposure and burying 
alive of infants are practiced. 

Thurs.—1 Samuel 3:1-9. The Child Samuel. 

It is real spiritual discernment when 
parent, teacher, pastor, or friend per- 
ceives that the Lord is calling a child. 
Bishop Thoburn once visited a home for 
a week, when two lads were so thrilled 
by his missionary stories that they. decided 
to follow him to India. “Get this fool- 
ish notion out of your heads,” said the 
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father wants one of you for the bank 
and the other for the store.” Soon after- 
ward the youngsters went in a wagon 
with comrades to a picnic by the pond. 
Late that afternoon the wagon drove to 
the door, a white-faced boy rang the bell, 
and said, “The boys are in the wagon 
here.” It was only their wet bodies, 
dragged from the pond. 

_ Prayer Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tian parents to give and train their chil- 
dren to be missionaries; pray God to 
let more Samuel-like children live to 
minister unto him. 


Fri—Mark 10 : 13-16. 
Jesus Blessing the Children. 
“Mother, why can’t I take the bread 
and drink the wine at communion?” asked 
an eight-year-old laddie. “Because it is 
only permitted to those who accept Christ 
and join his church,” was the answer. 
“Well, I would like to do that.” “No, 
you are too young yet.” Within a year 
Robbie had been called up higher to get 
his blessing there. “Be not hindering 
them,” said the Lord (v. 14). The 
mothers asked for a “touch” (v. 13). He 
“folded them in his arms” (v. 16). 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for pas- 
tors’ classes preparing children to come 
into the church; pray for co-operation 
between parents and pastors; pray that 
they may not necessarily be waiting for 
the formalism of Children’s Day for com-~ 
ing to the Lord, but may be listening for 
the call at all times. 

Sat.—Luke 2: 41-51. 
The Child in the Church. 

It is rather straining analogy to find 
a parallelism between our youthful Lord 
in the Temple and the ordinary “child 
in the church” ; it is forgetting his unique- 
ness as the Son of God. The Temple 
was the first place, not the last, that 
Mary and Joseph should have searched. 
Nowadays children are not expected to 
stay for the sermon. They go home after 
Sunday-school, or after the ten-minut 
children’s sermonette. 3 


PraYeER Succestions: Pray for church 





nurture of children everywhere; for all 


(Lesson for January 5) DECEMBER 21, 1929 


Sunday-schcol officers and teachers; for 
the blessing of God to be upon the teach- 
ing of the issternational Uniform Lessons. 
Sun.—Isaiah 11 ; 1-9. The Son of David. 

“This chapter is a prophetic picture 
of the glory of the future kingdom. This 
is the kingdom announced by John the 
Baptist as ‘at hand.’ It was then rejected, 
but will be set up when David’s Son re- 
turns in glory (Luke 1:31, 32; Acts 15: 
15, 16)."—Scofield ‘Reference Bible. 

Prayer Suacestions: “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
eso Hels 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio . 
































gq nag the mrs 
Condensed Thought. 


Lesson. Attendance Record 
Flexible Binding. 
F. H. RE 
















the convention, visits to 


Returning to Eastern cities 


10 Hanover Square, New York 


St. Louis 
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An All Inclusive Cruise-Tour to the 
WORLD’S FUNDAMENTALS CONVENTION 


Los Angeles June 8 to 16, 1930—Sailing from New York May 3 
on the S.S. ECUADOR of the Panama Mail S.S. Line 


Thos. Cook and Son have prepared a most fitti 

It includes in addition ws full stay in Los 

6 Latin 

Colombia, Panama Canal, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Mexico; San Francisco, Yosemite Valley, Mari 

Grand Canyon, Colorado Springs Denver and Chicago. 
une ee 


FIRST CLASS THROUGHOUT 
For full information and rates, apply to 
PANAMA MAIL S.S. CO. 


Also offices of Thos. Cook & Son at Philadelphia Boston Baltimore Washington 


itinerary. 
geles for 
erican countries — 


Grove, 


THOS. COOK & SON 
585 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Toronto Montreal 
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mother, after the bishop left. “Your 








“ar Oe of a number of Testaments 

and Bibles imported from our 
~ headquarters in Jerusalem. Has 
- Olive-wood Cover with Crusaders’ 


at 
Se 


Many otherinteresting gifts from 
the Holy Land, such as Mother of 
Pearl Chains and Pendants, Olive- 
wood Beads, Pottery,Copper Trays 
and Old Jewelry. 


Write for Price List. 


American Colony Stores. 


of Jerusalem 
(VESTER & COMPANY) 


26 E. $5th St., New York 
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